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ABSTRACT

Analysis of infants' perception of the elderly who participate
in the inter—generational integration programme and elderly

participant's attitude to the programme.

Lee, Ji—Young

Dept. of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of
SungShin Women‘s University

This research aims at providing the basic information for facilitating
inter—generation programme by observing the infants' perception of
the elderly and the change in the elderly's attitude who participate

in the inter—generation integration programme.

The main questions of this research are listed as follows.
1. How do the infants perceive the elderly ?

1) Does it differs by the infants' gender ?

2) Does it differs by the infants' age ?

3) Does it differs by the elderly's age ?
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2. How is the infants' preference of the elderly participant ?

3. How is the elderly participants's attitude ?
1) Does it differs by their gender ?
2) Does it differs by their age ?
3) Does it differs by their academic career ?

4) Does it differs by their participating duration ?

This research covers three hundred twenty five infants in the
infant educational institutions in Seoul and Kyunggi area who
participated in the programme from 2nd of February, 2009 till 20th
of February, 2009. Elderly participants were interviewed one by one
for observing their perception and preference of infants. With
reference to the 'Attitude about elderly(Lee Sun—Ja, 1989)' and
'barometer of perceiving elderly (Kim Guang—Suk, 1987)', research
tool originally created by Chung Mi—sil, 1996 was properly modified

for the purpose of this research and utilized.

In order to analyze the elderly participants' attitude, two hundred
twenty five elderlies in the welfare institution located in Seoul and
Kyunggi area were surveyed who participated in the
inter—generational programme from 22nd of December, 2008 till
30th of January, 2009. Survey paper was designed based on the
workshop paper regarding the establishment of infant—elderly ladies

cooperation network (Ministry of Education, Science and Technology,
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2007). In addition to this survey research, five elderly participants
and two social workers were chosen for the group interview to
analyse the detailed cases which was not covered by the survey
research.

The data collected in this research were analysed through SPSS
Win 12.0 PROGRAM. In the purpose of observing the infants'
perception and preferences of the elderly participants, average and
standard deviation were derived for the research questions and
t—test and one—way ANOVA was preceded. In order to observe the
change in elderly participants' attitude during the inter—generational
integration programme, average and standard deviation were derived
for the research questions and t—test and one—way ANOVA was
preceded. Recorded interview data were fully documented,

repeatedly reviewed and categorized by the research questions.

The research results are as follows.

First, infant participants in the inter—generational integration
programme generally have the positive perception of the elderly.
Especially, infant participants most positively perceive the elderly's
social characteristics. This shows that infants' perception are
influenced by the inter—personal network established through the
elderly's social capacity and social life.

Second, meaningful difference in the infants' perception of the
elderly is shown by their gender. With respect to the infants' age,

infants in the 3,4 years old more positively perceive the elderly
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than those in 5 years old. Regarding the gender difference of the
elderly participants, the infants more positively perceive the male
elderly participants than the female elderly ones.

Third, the infants prefer the interactive activities which they can
join together with the elderly participants. The preferred interactive
activities include most of the activities which is currently done in
the infant education places.

Fourth, the positive changes were shown in the elderly
participants' attitude in the inter—generational integration programme
especially in the aspect of health and appearance. However, they
shows the most unsatisfied attitude in the economic aspect regarding
the income yielded by participating the inter—generational integration
programme.

Fifth, female elderly participants are more positive than male
elderly ones. Regarding the academic careers, those in the
highschool graduation group show the most positive attitude. In
addition, the elderly participants who stay more than three years in

the programme show the most positive attitude.
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