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ABSTRACT

Influence of multicultural education through the traditional

plays of diverse countries around the world on children

Choi, Mi—sun
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s Universily

This Research was performed in order to investigate the influence of
multicultural education through the traditional plays of diverse countries
around the world on children’s awareness and attitude; its purpose was
to investigate children’s attitude and behavioral change after
multicultural education. The research questions according to these

research purposes are listed as follows:

First, how is the influence of multicultural education through the
traditional plays of diverse countries around the world on children’s

multicultural awareness?



Second, how is the children’s attitude and behavioral change after
multicultural education through the traditional plays of diverse countries

around the world?

This research was targeted for 38 children (19 in experimental group
and 19 in comparative group) from H Kindergarten and J Kindergarten
located in Seoul. Experimental group received multicultural education
through the traditional plays of diverse countries around the world for
10 weeks (20 times) from May 15, 2012 to July 18, 2012, and
comparative group did not receive multicultural education.

In order to investigate the influence of multicultural education through
the traditional plays of diverse countries around the world on
five-year—old children, multicultural awareness criterion developed by
Ryu Hyo-soon Lee (2010) was used. Also, in order to investigate
children’s attitude and behavioral change after the multicultural
education, mutual interactions between teacher and child and between
child and child were observed and recorded to collect qualitative data.

In order to investigate the influence of multicultural education through
the traditional plays of diverse countries around the world on children’s
multicultural awareness, SPSS Window 18.0 program was used to
calculate average score and standard deviation, and the difference
between two groups was t-tested. Qualitative data collected through
observation were analyzed and understood through transcription and
categorization.

This research’s result is summarized as follows.

First, the experimental group who experienced multicultural education



through the traditional plays of diverse countries around the world
demonstrated significant improvement in overall awareness score. The
scores of experimental group in consideration, respect, and openness
toward multi-culture, the sub-factors of multicultural awareness, were
higher than those of comparative group so that there was a significant
difference, but there was no significant difference in another sub-factor,
the acceptance of multi—culture. This result shows that multicultural
education through the traditional plays of diverse countries around the
world 1s effective in changing consideration, respect, openness toward
multi—culture, all of which are the sub-factors of multi—cultural
awareness.

Second, to examine children’s attitude and behavioral change in the
beginning of multicultural education through the traditional plays of
diverse countries around the world, children showed little interest in
multi—culture and low participation rate in activities. However, as
experiment continued, children showed positive attitude and behavioral
change as they began to have more interests in multi—culture and
participate in not only Korean traditional plays but also other countries’
traditional plays. This result demonstrates that multicultural education
through the traditional plays of diverse countries around the world
positively influences children’s attitude and behavioral change in

multicultural awareness.
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