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ABSTRACT

A Study On Seongho Yi-Ik's Poetry

Rho Yun-sook
Department of Chinese Classics
Graduate school

Sungshin Women’s University

This study aimed to reveal the characteristics shown in the poetic
world of Seongho Yi Ik. A central figure of the Namin Silhak (Korean
pragmatic philosophy) school, Seongho Yi Ik lived the 18th century, the
prime time of the late Chosun Dynasty culture, while inheriting the
tradition but also reading the signs of changes and dedicating his whole
life to academic exploration for opening a new age. He left behind many
texts as an out-of-office scholar, and his works reflect the
consciousness as a classical scholar and the concerns and thought on the
era.

Seongho has worked as a lifelong scholar based on his diverse
curiosities and academic passion, and The Complete Works of Seongho
(Seonghojeonjip) published with a collection of his poetry, prose, and

written books could be called a definitive compilation of the Seongho
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thought. In The Complete Works of Seongho, numerous Chinese poems,
encompassing 631 titles and 1178 pieces, remain, and these confirm that
he expressed his emotions and shared his mind with others through such
poems. A great deal of existing studies primarily discussed the thought
and philosophy of Seongho, but this study looked into another aspect
differing from the existing image of Seongho by resorting to the
expression of emotions through poems.

Therefore, by analyzing works around the individual poems included in
The Complete Works of Seongho, 1 attempted to examine how the
academic diversity of Yi Ik developed through the poetry literature and
what kind of characteristics were presented in the poetic sentiment
contrary to the previous study of Korean pragmatic philosophy.

In this paper, the historical background of the late Chosun Dynasty
and the life of Yi Ik were first investigated, and then his relations of
exchange were reviewed with a focus on the poetry works. Through
this, I followed the trajectory of the life of human Yi Ik in the process
of shifts in the late Chosun Dynasty. In addition, based on the outcomes
achieved so far, I analyzed his literary view and organized it as the
valuing of governing utility, fact-based reality orientation, and the
manifestation of independent consciousness. He laid the basic foundation
of his consciousness as a scholar on the governing utility through the
principle of morality—carrying literature that had penetrated the Chosun
Dynasty. Thus, he placed significance in conveying intention and truth in
literature as well. Besides, as a result of contemplating the times, he put

emphasis on making a creative delivery by focusing on the reality and
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basing on the facts; it is evident that he had an autonomous perspective
of our history, our land, and our things on the grounds of an
independent consciousness amid the stream of times.

Next, the poetic characteristics were identified through an analysis of
specific poetry works. The poems were analyzed by classifying the
content into the orientation of consciousness exhibited in the condolatory
poems and the consciousness showed in exchange poems, the interest in
everyday life and the manifestation of self-consciousness, and the
penchant for mountains, waters, and seasonal sceneries.

Condolatory poems deal with the deaths of the surrounding figures,
and through these poems, I looked into his human exchanges, along with
the orientation of Yi Ik's consciousness portrayed in them. The poems
were found to embody his consciousness of trying to discover a true
Confucian in a hidden remote village while living as an out-of-office
scholar and the adoration for a Taoist-like Confucian scholar. Moreover,
his exchange poems illustrated a scholarly consciousness of caring for
the people, and the human emotions amidst the exchanges conveyed
refined expressions of his longing.

As for the interest in everyday life and the manifestation of
self-consciousness, the works were analyzed centering around Yi Ik’s
awareness of reality, his scholarly spirit, and the expressions of his
everyday self-consciousness within the poems. The personal maturation
process of consoling his ill fate in life out of office, striving for studies,
and having pride in himself is unfolded in the poems, and a critical

awareness of the social reality is expressed through an allegory. In
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regards to the everyday self-consciousness, the poems demonstrate his
love for the people in which he objectively depicts and laments over the
poverty and suffering of rural people that he has firsthand experienced
as an intellect; furthermore, they display an interest in the reality
contained in the poeticizing of objects through a serious observation of
his surroundings and the literary reflection of Korean pragmatic
philosophy.

For the penchant for mountains, waters, and seasonal sceneries, 1
examined his perception and poetic expressions of beauty by focusing on
the poems that have nature as the subject matter, and this was sorted
as the pride in remarkable places in Korea and the pursuit of the
oneness of poetry and painting. The poetry of Yi Ik discloses the
specific geographical names of places in Korea, which confirms his
independent consciousness towards what is ours. Not only that, he
vividly delineates the beauty of nature through diverse senses and
pictorial expressions, allowing us to verify his character as a poet. The
method of expressing facts pictorially as if they are visible based on an
independent consciousness proves that it was an age when the beautiful
nature of Gyeomjae Jeongseon was budding and holds literary
significance in playing the role of opening the door for Dasan’s
Chosun—-Poem, etc. that would come in the later generations.

Through individual poetry works, this paper explored the characteristics
of the poetic world and the literary significance of human Yi Ik who
was an out-off-office scholar and Korean pragmatist in the late 17th

century, and such probing substantiated his literary stature of connecting
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the shifts in the late Chosun Dynasty. I hope this paper will be helpful
in the study of the literary aspects of Yi Ik, and I look forward to an

even broader range of research on Seongho Yi Ik as a literary figure.
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