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ABSTRACT

An analysis of sex education texts in schools
from the gender-sensitive perspective

Park, Jong Eun

Department of Sociology
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women'’s University

The purpose of this research is to critically analyze the content of sex
education texts in schools from the gender sensitive perspective; and to find a
desirable direction for sex education to resolve teenage sex issues. To this end,
the process of sex education discourse in Korea was studied historically; and
analysis was conducted on the content of sex education texts that have been
issued by the government since 1983, when sex education was officially
launched in schools. Gender-discriminative content in sex education is
problematic in that it distorts teenagers’ values and serves to perpetuate gender
inequality in society.

The content structure of school sex education texts was analyzed by
categorizing it into the chastity education, sexual violence prevention education,
sexual traffic prevention education, and gender equality education.

Let us first focus on the chastity education. Early sex education texts

emphasized the ethical values of chastity, but, as time passed, the texts
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increasingly explained the dangers and practical issues caused by teenage sexual
intercourse. The content of the texts has also changed in a way that
encourages teenagers to make reasonable decisions and clearly express their
opinions. The texts emphasize ‘sexual self determination,” but do not
acknowledge teenagers as entities that have sexual rights. They still put forward
the gender-discriminative logic that sexual intercourse before marriage is a loss
for women. Scientific knowledge about the difference between men and women
in terms of sexual desire is also still presented as a basis for justification. With
regards to secondary sexual character and physical changes, there remains
gender-discriminative content that makes men form gender identities based on
sexual desires, and makes women form gender identities based on motherhood.
In other words, the texts have limitations in that they attempt to resolve
teenage sex issues by imposing control on female teenage sex.

Earlier sex education texts defined a ’'gender equality’ as understanding
that there is a difference in roles between men and women based on biological
differences, and men and women respecting and mutually complementing each
other. In contrast, later sex education texts criticize gender role stereotypes and
uphold androgyny as desirable. The texts present research outcomes that say
that the differences between men and women are not innate, and denounce the
socialization process of gender roles that takes place in homes, schools, and
society. The texts rightly shifted toward promoting a gender-equal society but
have their limitations in that they do not fundamentally raise an issue with the
gender division of labor in the patriarchal society.

Women have been the main subjects of control and management of sex
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education because it is women’s bodies that are directly affected by teenage
sex. This kind of sex education has structural limitations. Teenage sex issues are
not simply restricted to sexual desire. They are a ’'gendered sexuality’ issue
that arises due to the discriminative power structure between men and women
in a patriarchal society. The sexual violence prevention education and sexual
traffic prevention education can’t reveal the gender system of teenage romance
culture. Teenage females need to realize how the gender structure of
patriarchal societies defines women; and should be able to go beyond ’biological
destiny’ to plan their own lives. When teenage females are truly empowered
through this process, they will be able to establish a new relationship with men,
and teenage sex issues will more likely be resolved. Feminine perspectives
should be adopted in sex education and the matter of difference and equality
should be actively addressed so that women can exercise ’sexual

self-determination’ in its truest meaning, as equals to men.
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