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ABSTRACT

The Study on the age of the High Tang

Frontier Poetry

Jang Young—Soon
Department of Chinese
Language and Literature

Sungshin Women's University

This study discusses whether there were a number of composite
causes for the flourish of frontier poetry in the age of the High Tang
other than the direct reason of war and what the characteristics of
frontier poets were. As a method, comparison was made between
Wang Chang Ling and other poets to examine the characteristics of
frontier poets. Heated discussions are being carried out on whether
creation of frontier poetry since the 80s is the manifestation of
patriotism. Some say that to have Wang Chang Ling as the focus of
discussion would lack reality because he did not have the experience
of serving in a war. However, because of this very reason, Wang
Chang Ling was selected as the focus of discussion here under the

assumption that he was the person capable of accurately and



objectively expressing conditions of the frontier in diverse and
multifaceted ways with the all—directional and cool—headed thoughts
produced from the perspectives of a literary man.

In Chapter 2, the origin and development courses of frontier
poetry will be discussed per each time period. The concept and
scope of frontier poetry 1is continuously being the subject of
argument. Therefore, prior to examining the origin of frontier poetry,
the scope of frontier poetry to be the target of this study will be
confirmed. Also, frontier poetry will be examined per each time
period, such as of the era of Chin, Han, Three Kingdoms and Tang.

In Chapter 3, background of frontier poetry creation in the age of
the High Tang will be discussed in terms of political background,
ideologies and cultural background. For political background,
relationship with other neighboring nations as the direct cause of
frontier poetry will be examined. For ideologies, the impact caused
by chivalrous spirit and the collective spirit of Confucianism,
Buddhism and Toaism on literary men will be discussed. Lastly, for
cultural background, discussion will be made with special reference to
the freely enjoyed sightseeing trips, state examination system and
participation by literary men in politics during the period of Tang.

In Chapter 4, to promote understanding on the works of Wang
Chang Ling, his life and thoughts will be briefly discussed. Then,
contents of frontier poetry will be analyzed. Also, discussion will be
made on utilization of the term, 'artistic state'. Since there are no

detailed records available on the life of Wang Chang Ling, theses and



works produced in the past were used as reference. Wang Chang
Ling's thoughts will also be discussed through his works. For the
poems of Wang Chang Ling, frontier poetry and poetry to recite
sorrow of women after parting among the works published in Vol.
140 ~ 143 of TEarly Tang Poetry; were used as the bases of
discussion. Also, TfCommentary on Wang Chang Ling's Poetry; by
Kee Kuk Seung, 'Verses of Wang Chang Ling; by Lee Wun Il and
FAnthology of Wang Chang Ling; by Oh Chae Ah were used as
reference. Parting poetry and frontier poetry are like the both sides
of a coin. However, most of Wang Chang Ling's parting poetry was
created after his demotion and exile. Therefore, his parting poetry
was excluded in this study. In terms of contents, the works were
categorized into poems to recite 'performing meritorious deeds and
building accomplishments' and heroic spirit, which was the drift of
the time, poems to express the anguish of serving in a war and
poems to represent antiwar sentiment based on humanitarianism.
Wang Chang Ling was the first to come up with the term 'artistic
state'. Therefore, listing of artistic states and examples of using
artistic states of authentic precedents among his frontier poetry will
be examined. Also, by briefly examining tragic beauty expressed in
frontier poetry of Gao Shi, Cen Shen, Wang Wei and Lee Qi, the
poets of frontier poetry during the age of the High Tang,
characteristics of the works produced by these poets will be
discussed.

As a result, it was found that frontier poetry of Wang Chang



Ling expressed tragic beauty amid sublimity, those of Gao Shi
displayed righteous indignation, those of Cen Shen expressed graceful
beauty, those of Wang Wel suggested vanity and pride amid grimness
and those of Lee Qi were characteristically sublime and dismal at the

same time.

Keywords: Frontier poetry, poetry from the age of the High Tang,

Wang Chang Ling, war
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