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Abstract

Analysis on Materials for Electoral Education Published
by the Electoral Training Institute

-Focusing on the Unit I-2 on Election and Participation in High
School Politics Textbook

Choi, Jin—ah
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study attempted to examine the applicability of the materials provided by
the Electoral Training Institute as teaching-learning supplementary resources for
the unit on election and participation in high school politics textbook. School
textbooks cannot contain a range of current issues and information in a timely
manner because of temporal and spatial limitations. As such, with more
abundant and current supplementary materials used in class, insufficient aspects
in the subject content are supplemented and quality in teaching and learning in
class is furthered.

In particular, election-related education requires currency and actuality as well
as other diverse information. The Electoral Training Institute provides education
on democratic citizenship including electoral training, and up-to—-date materials by
publishing the  Webzine and  running an  educational site  called
Seon—-Nam-Seon—-Nyeo. Some of the materials are related to electoral education

and easy to access, so those are applicable supplementary resources in class.

Therefore, this study analyzed the Electoral Training Institute’s materials in

terms of the applicability as teaching-learning supplementary resources for the
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unit on election and participation in high school textbook. Specifically, the
analytical focus was placed on which materials made by the Electoral Training
Institute are applicable, whether such applicable materials include the elements
which are seen in the content of the school textbook and whether cases and
issues found insufficient in the textbook are presented sufficiently.

The analysis gained the following results:

First, it was the Webzine and the Seon-Nam-Seon-Nyeo site that were found
most applicable supplementary resources among the Electoral Training Institute’s
materials in the sense that both deal with diverse elements mentioned in the
school textbook. Some content elements were found to be insufficiently
described, while the meaning, importance and culture of election are recorded
sufficiently. Also, the Seon-Nam-Seon-Nyeo site and the Webzine deal with
resources on new issues and concepts, meanings and relevant regulations on
topics given in detail. That is, the resources in the Seon-Nam-Seon—-Nyeo site
or the Webzine include diverse content given in the textbook and provide rich
overseas cases and related descriptions on historic events as well as illustrations
as much, so those are considered applicable supplementary materials for the
textbook.

Second, as a result of analysis on the relative importance of each content
element in the Seon—-Nam-Seon-Nyeo site from the perspective of the content
element classification in the textbook, differences in relative importance were
found but every content element was included. Concerning the relative
importance of each category of the Seon-Nam-Seon—-Nyeo academy, resources
were recorded in order of electoral theories, systems and essential summary.
That 1s attributable to the fact that electoral theories extensively include
election-related overall theories and knowledge. In addition, compared to special
reports and expert columns, more resources were compiled on data plaza, field
class instruction materials and global trends. That is because special reports and
expert columns, as the titles suggest, mainly deliver expert opinions or
arguments or studies.

Third, as a result of the analysis on the relative importance of each content
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element of the Webzine in compliance with the content element classification in
the textbook, unlike the analytical result gained from the Seon—-Nam-Seon-Nyeo
site, every content element was not included evenly. The Webzine deals with
more data on the meaning, importance and establishment of ideal electoral
culture, but resources on appointment rules were not mentioned with one or two
resources regarding the electoral district system, electoral formula, and electoral
culture in Korea included.

The analytical results on the Electoral Training Institute’'s Webzine and the
electoral education site, Seon-Nam-Seon—-Nyeo, imply the following in terms of
their applicability as supplementary resources to actual classes:

First, the Webzine and the Seon-Nam-Seon-Nyeo have a plenty of diverse
resources on each content element although there are some differences in relative
importance. Thus, both can be used as supplementary resources in class.

Second, as the Electoral Training Institute’s resources are abundant, easily
accessible and wusable as supplementary data without reconstruction, the
resources from the Webzine and the Seon-Nam-Seon—-Nyeo are efficient
supplementary materials.

Third, as the Webzine and the Seon-Nam-Seon-Nyeo site do not contain all
the aspects of the textbook sufficiently, teachers need make efforts to make up
for and reconstruct the insufficient aspects.

Fourth, although the present study focused on the Webzine and the
Seon—-Nam-Seon—-Nyeo site only, students will learn more if they are provided
with other diversified resources. If NGOs interested in electoral education provide
diverse resources, they can extend the electoral education to more citizens in
more effective ways, and teachers can take efficient advantage of those

resources 1in class.
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