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ABSTRACT

A Study on High School Students’
Major Satisfaction and Career Perception

of Applied Music in Seoul, Korea

Lee, Joo Young
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

The current paper sampled and analyzed data on whether high school
students majoring in applied music in Seoul, Korea were satisfied with
their major courses and how they made their career choices. The purpose
of this study was to serve as a useful data to understand students’ school

major satisfaction and career perception.

In order to examine their level of satisfaction with the major courses in
applied music, the study distributed a questionnaire to three officially
registered schools in 2020. Of 101 students from two schools excluding one

school, 70 copies were collected and analyzed.

The analysis on the surveyed students’ major satisfaction and career
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perception led to the following findings.

First, in terms of Question 1, whether the high school students in Seoul
choose the major of applied music because of their interest in applied
music, approximately more than 50% of the students responded ‘strongly
agree’. Therefore, it was revealed that the reason why the students entered
the department of applied music reflected their own intentions more
importantly than the recommendations or influences from their parents or

peers.

Second, in terms of the question about the satisfaction with the
amount and difficulty of learning in music subject, the positive
response accounted for 47.196. In other words, it was revealed that the

students were satisfied in general.

Third, in terms of the question about the reason why they thought
that the music courses were not systematically organized for each
grade, nearly half of the students chose the answer 'I don’t know’. In
terms of the questions about satisfaction with the major courses, the
positive response rate of satisfaction with the evaluation method of
music and major courses was low, and the negative response rate of
memorization—oriented evaluation was very high. Therefore, it was
revealed that there was a substantial gap in the satisfaction of the

evaluation.

Fourth, in terms of the question of career perception, positive

responses accounted for a high percentage of 91.4%. Considering that

_53_



they had already entered a high school with an applied music
department for their dreams set earlier, it seemed that they showed a

lot of interest in career paths.

Fifth, given that the students who did not want to go to college
related to their major responded that ‘they did not feel the necessity’,
they might not have thought about the reason for not going to
university specifically. That i1s, there might be a lack of educational
curriculum introducing and explaining the occupations and careers

students could choose besides going to college.

To sum up, although applied music education in high schools has
achieved a lot of development and systematization of curriculum for
more than 10 years, some improvement is needed for practical test

evaluation and career education.

In particular, there is a need for institutional improvement of the test
evaluation method, which addresses the students’ concerns on the

evaluation method and organizes the data on evaluation criteria.

This study, which showed the high school students’ opinions on
major satisfaction and career perception of applied music in detail as
of 2020, can contribute to improvement measures for a more effective

educational field.
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