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ABSTRACT

A Study on Education Programs Operated by Community
Centers in Seoul

- Focusing on Music Programs-

These days, society is developing so rapidly that people often
find it difficult to adjust to it. The practice of five—-day work
week in companies and schools increased the need for education
for leisure and lifetime education. Lifetime education should be
carried out in almost all areas. Especially, music should be
educated for the entire life, because it helps people to build a
well-rounded personality, develop creativity, and nurture
aesthetic sentiments. In this regard, the Iinvestigation and
analysis of music education centers which deliver lifetime music
education should be conducted urgently.

This study examined the present conditions of 255 music
education programs operated by community centers in Seoul
and presented the results in a table. Besides, a survey
involving participants in the programs was conducted to
examine their level of satisfaction with the programs and

demands. In addition, in order to build the theoretical



background of the study, the importance of lifetime music
education, the concepts, significance, and function of
community center, and the link between the community center
and lifetime education were examined.

The following results were obtained in the study.

First, there were more community centers which operated music
education programs than community centers which did not.
Second, of 557 music education programs operated community
centers 1n Seoul, far more than half were Western music
education programs that covered pop music as well. That is, the
proportion of Western music programs was far higher than that
of Korean traditional music education programs.

Third, traditional Korean music education programs largely
covered folk songs, Janggo, and Pungmulnori, while Western
music education programs were mostly composed of singing
classes

Fourth, the analysis of the teaching plans of singing classes
found that popular songs in the 1980s were mostly taught in
singing classes and the words of the songs frequently taught
were about love and break up.

Fifth, although everyone was allowed to participate in the

programs regardless of their education level, gender, and age,



the participants were mostly housewives and adult women.

Sixth, as to the question of why they used a community center,
the respondents said they used the center because it was
located close to their houses. Many of them also said they chose
to participate in a music education program for leisure activity.
They displayed higher level of satisfaction with the program they
were attending. However, the programs operated by community
centers displayed problems with regard to facility, tuition fee,
and the content of program.

Music education programs currently operated by community
centers are in early stage. In addition, little research have been
carried out on music programs operated by community centers.

It 1s hoped that this thesis will be a good material for the
vitalization of community center and the development of lifetime

music education.
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