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ABSTRACT

A Study of the Spatial Structure on Cultural Economies at the

Bukchon in Seoul

Lee, Kyung Ok
Department of Geography
Graduate School

Sungshin Women’s University

The meaning of culture has changed over time. The economic value
of culture has been increased gradually to produce economic value.

This study attempts to investigate the cultural economies of Bukchon
Area where cultural elements are abundant. The study area contains
both traditional and contemporary culture.

The findings of this study are summarized as follows:

First, Bukchon has ample cultural elements. It is a place with
such a historic background that cultural assets are scattered from place
to place. Furthermore, in Sagandong, there are many art galleries,
museums, and workshops, so here we can see the coexistence of
historical and modern places, which is very rare in Seoul.

Second, there are Samchungdong and Gahwedong as
administrative places. Especially in Samcheongdong, there are many

unique cafes, restaurants, and various retail stores. The retail stores



located in Samcheongdong have very unique exteriors never seen in
other places, and they are characterized by the locations in the
Samcheongdong street roadsides and alleyways where are not many
passerby.

Third, the owners of the retail stores are highly educated and
studied design in general, and carry small quantity of works designed
by themself.

Fourth, the reason why they opened the retail stores in Bukchon
1s because of 1its cultural properties. In Bukchon, possessing art
galleries, cultural assets, and the traditional Korean—style house village,
modern cultural arts and historical cultures are coexisting. Because of
this regional characteristic of Bukchon, many providers have been
attracted.

Fifth, the Bukchon that the providers expect in the future is a
place never losing its unique personality. It is hoped that more unique
and artistic stores join so that this can be developed as more culture

and fashion combined area.

Key Words: culture, Bukchon, cultural economy, retail stores, spatial

structure, cultural commodity,
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