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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Population Structure Changes
in Seoul Metropolitan Area (1990-2010)

Son, Eun Young
Department of Geography
Graduate School

of Sungshin Women’s University

Since 1970, South Korea has been experiencing urbanization and
industrialization at the same time, and it has changed the scope and
structure of Seoul Metropolitan area. As a result, a huge number of people
had moved to Seoul, Incheon, and Gyeonggi province, which caused a wide
range of urban issues continuously. Because of the series of problems,
researchers and scholars started conducting various studies on urban
population. Most of studies on urban population were based on the
quantitative research focusing on the number of population living in city.
Population is an essential factor of composing city and nation. In addition,
population tends to affect the local industries and regionality, and therefore
understanding the population is considered the same as understanding the
urban structure. For this reasons, it is necessary to study about locality by
analyzing population structure.

Previous studies on urban population structure have limits in two points;



firstly, most studies only focused on Gyeonggi province in terms of spatial
scope; and secondly, the data set was from before 2000. Therefore, this
study is designed to focus on Seoul Metropolitan Area in terms of spatial
scope by using the recent data after 2000.

The purpose of this study is to research the changes of population
structure in Seoul Metropolitan Area by analyzing the population age
structure index. To conduct the analysis, I figured out the population age
structure index in each decade based on Coulson’ population age structure
index. Additionally, T analyzed the social and economic features affecting
the population age structure index.

As a consequence, I found out that the population age structure index of
Seoul Metropolitan Area became older in general from 1990 to 2010. The
gap between the population age structure index of the youngest area and
of the oldest area has been growing. In terms of each area, Seoul is the
oldest city, Incheon is in the middle, and Gyeonggi is the youngest area.
The youngest area is Gongdan—-dong, Ansan in 1990, Youngtong-dong,
Suwon in 2000, and Seonong-dong, Yongin and Dongtan-dong, Hwaseong
in 2010. In addition, state-dominated industries and high tech industries
take the top 20 young areas of the population age structure index in each
decade.

Each decade shows different social and economic features which affect
on the population age structure index. Such rates including
owner—-occupation rate, detached house rate, and an apartment house rate
in 1990; elementary school attendance rate, and lodging industry and
restaurant business rate in 2000; and elementary school attendance rate,
and art and sports business rate in 2010, show the high correlation. The
youngest area shows the high rate of owner occupation, elementary school
attendance, and art or sports business.

This study is significant in terms of figuring out the population structure
of Seoul Metropolitan Area by analyzing the population age structure index
and the tendency of population structure for 30 years, from 1990s to 2010s.
On the other hand, it has limit in three points. Firstly, this study does not



find out the reasons of changes in terms of population age structure index
in detail. Secondly, it does not cover across the country as it only focuses
on Seoul Metropolitan Area. Lastly, this study does not analyze other
factors which affect on the population age structure index except for social

and economic features. Further researches and studies would be able to

cover more features and factors in the future.
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