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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Choral Teaching of Regular
Middle School Music Class

in Seoul and Gyeonggi Province

Young In Kim
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Euducation

Sungshin Woman'’s University

The purpose of this study is to understand and recognize current
issues and problems in regular choir classes by conducting a survey of
middle school music teachers in Seoul and Gyeonggi province and
provide an alternative teaching methodology to achieve preferable choral
classes and choir activities. This study went through depth interviews
and surveys of middle school teachers in Seoul and Gyunggi province.
The survey was based on preceding researches and had been distributed
to and collected from 17 schools in Seoul, 18 schools in Gyunggi which
makes total 35 schools. And after analyzing data, it was able to draw a
conclusion as follow.

First of all, when it comes to teachers’ personal background such as



major, degree and work experience, it was quite difficult to find out a
diversity of answers according to their degrees and work experiences.
However, there was a distinctive answer difference according to their
major. 8.3 percent of members of choir who are majored in instrumental
music and 20.0 percent of musical composition answered to the question
'Are you currently a member of choir or a conductor’ which was a
noticeably low number of percentage. Whereas those who are majored in
vocal music answered to the question with high rate number of 61.5
percent. Also, there was a clear answer difference to the question "how
do you usually divide parts when you are leading a chorus’. 63.6 percent
of teachers who are majored in instrumental music have answered
'respect students to decide to take their own part’ which was the
highest number of percentage and then 60 percent of teachers who are
majored in musical composition have answered ’‘take a listen to the
sound of student’s voice and then make a decision’ which placed second
highest percentage. And it was not difficult to find that answers from
teachers who are majored in vocal music were evenly distributed

Secondly, there were different teaching methodologies in music classes
according to the provinces. With high rate number of 82.4 percent of
teachers from Seoul have answered to the question 'Have you taught
songs from other materials beside textbooks’. And teachers from Gyunggi
also have answered to the question with majority rate number of 55.6
percent. Lastly, to the question 'what is your most important factor to
select chorus songs’, teachers in Seoul gave an answer as 'fun and catchy

songs’ and 'learning interests’ which each placed 50 percent rate. Whereas



teachers in Gyunggi have answered 'Learning interest’ as the most
important factor in class with highest rate number of 58.8 percent. It
tells that both teachers from Seoul and Gyunggi are selecting learning
interest as a most important factor when it comes to selecting chorus
songs

This study was carried out to confirm real status and conditions of
middle school musical classes by conducting s survey of teachers in
Seoul and Gyunggi province. This study should not be limited to middle
schools but also be continued to countrywide including high schools to

achieve high quality of chorus education.
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