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ABSTRACT

Ceremonial bojagi used in
Yeongjo Jeongsun wanghu garye dogam uigwe
in living cultural perspective

Kim, Hyo Joo
Dept. of Consumer Science & Living Cultural Industry
The Graduate School of Sungshin University

Culture is defined as social behaviors or norms that distinguish one society from
others. As culture is transmitted from generation to generation, it builds and often
changes. Ritual culture, in particular, represents the identity and ideology of a
society, and the objects used in rituals are symbols reflective of that society’s

lifestyle.

Bojagi is a cloth used to wrap, cover, and carry objects. When used by the royal
family, it was also used to demonstrate the dignity and power of royalty.
Therefore, studying ceremonial bojagi will help to understand the history and
lifestyle of the royal family.

Records on ceremonial bojagi can be found in Gukjo orye ui (Five Rites of the
State, 1474), Kukhon jeongrye (Exemplar Regulations of Royal Weddings, 1749),
Sangbang jeongrye (Exemplar Regulations of Royal Attire, 1750) about the
customary formalities of the royal family, and also in Garye dogam uigwe (Royal
Protocols of the Joseon Dynasty: Uigwe) and Joseon Wangjo Sillok (Veritable

Records of the Joseon Dynasty), which show how bojagi were used.

Yeongjo Jeongsun wanghu garye dogam uigwe is the complete record of the royal

marriage between King Yeongjo and Queen Jeongsun in the sixth month of 1759



and is another important document that provides detailed information on the bojagi

used in royal rituals.

This dissertation studies the usage of bojagi recorded in Yeongjo Jeongsun
Wanghu garye dogam uigwe by sorting them into the six distinct rites of the
wedding ceremony and classifying them according to their name, material, size,
usage, and design. Also, in order to explore more about the cultural characteristics
of bojagi used during King Yeongjo’s reign, the Kukhon jeongrye, Sangbang
jeongrye, and Joseon wangjo sillok are studied to analyze cultural values and
symbolic meanings of bojagi by comparing their design and usage, as well as the

lifestyle of the time in which these documents were compiled.

Major findings are as follows. First, the names of bojagi used in Yeongjo
Jeongsoon wanghu garye dogam uigwe are hot bojagi (single-layered bojagi),
gyeop bojagi (double-layered bojagi), sanggun (bojagi to cover a table), bugun
(bojagi to cover goods), hat bojagi (quilted bojagi for wrapping), hat bojagi
(quilted bojagi) that is put between okchaek (jade investiture document), and kap
(cross-shape bojagi) that wraps the okchaek. These bojagi were used to wrap and
cover items. Some of the quilted bojagi were put between valuable objects to

protect them.

Secondly, the eighteenth century marked a period of entrenchment of
Neo-Confucianism in the Joseon dynasty and the royal wedding was a tool to
propagate Neo-Confucian values to the people. Hence, the bojagi used at King
Yeongjo and Queen Jeongsun’s wedding were made of simple red silk produced
domestically to avoid extravagance. Uasge of costly flower-patterned silk from
China was restricted to comply with the rules of the Kukhon jeongrye, which
codified the royal marriage ceremony and the Sangbang jeongrye, which regulated
royal attire. This modesty also shows King Yeongjo’s determination to abandon

lavishness.

Third, bojagi used in King Yeongjo and Queen Jeongsun’s wedding are traditional



cultural assets that represent values of sincerity and courtesy pervasive in their
wedding ritual. Since some aspects of the traditional wedding are still practiced
today, studying bojagi used in the royal wedding will be an important reference

in developing cultural contents of contemporary wedding and ritual processes.

Keywords: ceremonial bojagi, Yeongjo Jeongsun wanghu garye, Garye dogam

uigwe, living culture, cultural heritage contents
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