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ABSTRACT

A Study On Plasticization For The Image Of Vitality

- based on the of myself -

Min Jung Kim
Majored in Sculpture
Graduate of School of Plastic Arts

Sung Shin Women’'s University

I am interested in the expression of vitality consistently in my works
and thesis. Vitality is the source intrinsic to all life and power of
original life. I tried to explore through the feedback of ecosystem the
meaning of each vitality occurring in all nature on the earth and
formalize a tree as the image of concrete vitality through a ball, a tree,
a ladder and a snake. In me, vitality is best expressed when it is
given out from the inside and plasticized as a work. All life has the
desire for self-conservation, and further aims at optimal life-support
system for maintaining and expanding greater 'self’. The force directed
toward such whole life to fill life, that is, wvitality moved from the
simple ecosystem where a small number of species and only the

interaction among them had existed since life emerged on the earth



billions of years ago finally to the current global ecosystem of
biodiversity and biomass through the process of succession. Namely,
vitality can be said to refer to the power of the fundamental and whole
life which has maintained global ecosystem. Yet ecosystem has been
externalized and objectified since man intervened in it. The various
environmental theories and movements which have occurred in modern
society reflect on natural disasters close to the calamity brought on by
industrialization and capitalist market economy and suggest that a
cultural change should be worked in the direction of integrating human

lifestyle into ecosystem.

At the point of time when cultural value should be changed, my
works tried to unite two with each other beyond the composition by
which human beings were divided in nature based on dichotomous
thought in the past. They clarified by plasticizing the symbolic image of
vitality that one could proceed to a new horizon based on the
fundamental vitality of the inside through it. This thesis expressed the

image of vitality circulating in nature through seven pieces of works.

This thesis which studied and analyzed my works produced from 2004

to 2006 consists of total three chapters.

Chapter 1 Introduction explained the purpose and method of studying

them.



Chapter 2 Body investigated the life underlying them and the relation
between natural features and man, and described the process in which
the mental image of vitality was presented with a plastic idea. Next, in
work analysis, I focused on the work which had plasticized vitality as
a symbolic form and clarified its plastic features and the intention and

technique of producing it.

Chapter 3 Conclusion synthesized and presented the contents of this
thesis, arranged my world of work in the period and investigated the

meaning given by vitality in a future direction of work.
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