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ABSTRACT

Study on Plant Images through Color Layers

—Based on personal works—

Lee, Ye—Jin
Dept. of Oriental Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Woman’ s University

This dissertation is based on art works ranging from the master s
degree requirement exhibition ‘Reality, Substance’ in 2016, and
its subsequent works up to 2020.

Plants in general go through a life cycle of germination, growth,
flowering, fruiting, and in the end wilting. The observation of
changes that accompany each stage became an inspiration for
creative work, and led to a deeper exploration into the essence of
natural colors that plants possess. Consequently, I have sought to
reinterpret these natural colors in a form of art, where raw
gradation of colors are reborn with the addition of human emotions.

Though perceived through the eye, colors are ultimately
interpreted by the brain. Here, mere spectrums of light are
transformed into a multitude of emotions and meanings. For

instance, the color green is typically known to signify values such
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as nature and its purity, or the energy of life and growth. Like this,
colors permeate into every aspect of our lives, adorning every day
with various vibes.

In order to share personal emotions and memories with the world
through colors, I found Photoshop to be the best method to utilize
the inherent symbolism that colors bear.

After taking a photograph of nature in a way that best represents
my personal sensation, I divided the natural gradation of plants into
separate layers through Photoshop. Then, I reconstructed the image
by restacking the multiple layers back onto a flat plane. Through
this process of personal reinterpretation, I focused not on revealing
the apparent aesthetic appeal of the plant itself, but rather the
characteristics and the identity of individual colors that comprise it.
In conclusion, “The Study on Plant Images through Color Layers”
led to the realization that once observed with the intention to see
the “substance” of nature, plants offer so much more than their
mere exteriors. In a modern society that is so demanding and
perhaps even suffocating, nature’ s soothing array of colors provide
more than just visual delight. It embraces us with comfort, giving

consolation to those exhausted.
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