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ABSTRACT

A Study on Grammar Education through Situated Learning
- Centered on The Unit related with ‘Causative -Passive

Expression’ -

Kong, Yoon-hee

Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Sungshin Women'’s University Education

Seoul, Korea

Supervised by Professor, Kang, Hye-Seon, Doctor of Education

This thesis is, as a research for proposing more sophisticated methods
of grammar teaching through situated learning of constructivist learning
theories, a study for suggesting new learning-teaching methods by
analyzing 2007 revised Korean language curriculum and comparing and
analyzing five different kinds of revised text books reflecting the
analysis.

Briefly mentioning the contents argued at each chapter are as follows:

In the introduction, a severity of a phenomenon of avoiding grammars



in current school sites is examined based on the statistical research from
the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology and the Korea
Educational Development Institute, and the need of studies to overcome a
such matter is suggested. The grammar education is actually a burden
that not only students but even teachers would avoid in a school site
and even its existence is at stake. It can be explained as the result of
the cramming education, which has brought many negative consequences
in the meantime, and traditional teaching methods that have been only
busy explaining and memorizing. Thus, for it deems that an
improvement in methodological aspects of grammar education is urgent,
it is considered that the existing situation of grammar education that has
mass produced passive learners and caused ones to avoid grammar can
be overcome by situated learning of constructivist learning theories
through a review of a variety of precedent studies.

In the second chapter, the concepts and features of situated learning is
simply discussed and the argument about what correlations the situated
learning has with grammar teaching is conducted through an analysis of
2007 revised Korean language -curriculum. Through the analysis, the
training contents reflecting the features of situated learning such as
using projects based on learners’ real-life, providing a balanced learning
context, inductive exploring studies, cooperative learning, etc are
significantly presented in the curriculum. It means that it 1is
recommending publishing textbooks in such manners, and the discussion

has been conducted for it deems that an analysis of textbooks is



required since the medium for an interaction between teachers and
students in actual school sites is textbooks.

The textbook analysis has set limits to seventh grade Korean
Language textbooks and selected ’'causative-passive expression’ that has
the most grammatical, yet narrative characters among criteria outlined in
the curriculum. For the textbook, the top five textbooks in a selecting
ranking aggregated according to the standard in 2010 when textbooks
were revised have been made analysis targets, the four analysis criteria
are set by referring precedent studies and the analysis is performed in a
way to observe whether the criteria can be fulfilled. As a result, it could
be concluded that most textbooks should be complemented and improved
by situated learning since the composition of providing a balanced
learning context and of cooperative learning is especially a bit poor
among the four analysis criteria.

Because of such analysis, the third chapter aims to newly suggest
methods of learning-teaching 'causative-passive expression’ through
situated learning theories. First of all, it discussed that goal-oriented
classes are most effective in school sites for designing the overall class,
and a design model of goal-oriented classes that have been used the
most in fields is suggested. In addition, a justification of the environment
being made up of situated learning is obtained through the discussion
that the pedagogic situation of grammar knowledge is a problem of the
composition of the situation and environment, and 1s suggesting a

teaching - learning process focused on adjusting - complementing



weaknesses of the textbooks pointed out earlier.

Accordingly, the achievement criteria for ‘causative-passive expression’
suggested in the curriculum and the examples of learning contents are
divided into three: learning objectives, learning objectives for subsections
and specific objectives for subsections, and learning objectives for each
chapter are set. Because causative expression and passive expression are
grammatically similar yet completely different grammatical phenomena, it
decided to construct classes by dualizing the two expressions and making
each the amount of one full session, and the discussion is progressed to
design teaching-learning courses in a spiral that achievement of many
objectives of small units for the each expression is led to a final goal of
the main unit.

For the overall course plans, one class is made 45 minutes long, the
length of a middle school class hour, and the total of three classes is
planned with causative expression for one class, passive expression for
one class, and distinguishing the two expressions and understanding
inappropriate usages of the expressions for one class. In addition, all the
classes are designed to use exploring studies since such studies are well
fit to grammar education due to the academic nature of grammar. For
the application of situated learning theories, the argument is done to
construct a process that the existing three steps of ’introduction -
deployment - arrangement’ are further refined to five steps of
'introduction (problem setting) - basic training - exploring studies -

developing studies - arrangement and assessment’. Teaching-learning



process 1s designed to provide an activity sheet for each class, do
proposed activities as a team with cooperation and as well perform the
learning through inductive exploring studies. In the ’'basic training’ after
the ’introduction’, a balanced learning context is provided through the
knowledge and concept of grammar and enough teaching-learning
activities. The role of instructors is designed to develop students’
cognitive scaffolding, provide proper helps and stimulation according to
learners’ needs, finally make learners possibly capable of self-directed
learning without instructors’ help being needed by gradually transferring
the responsibility from instructors to learners as the class proceeds and
1s led to individual or cooperative activities.

Over the course of these studies, a teaching-learning process measure
of causative-passive expression chapter 1is suggested, the three
illustrations of activity sheets that can be used in the three classes
accordingly are found.

Although there are countless teaching-learning methods been presented
through various studies in the meantime, it is true that the result is still
weak in grammar education and only endless effort can contribute a
little to overcoming the phenomenon of avoiding grammar education. If
the teaching-learning activities proposed in this study through situated
learning of constructivist learning theories are continuously studied and
performed in school sites, the existing grammar education should

overcome its own problems and earn much benefits.
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