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Code, 1987b; Flax, 1983; Held, 1987a, 1987b, 1993). w3802 3 =3lH A4
o 4P} we AYE B Jlole BB YA PHAY Ao
)

AP A Fo ABSL APA oz FANA YY) FHUSL ¥
ASAY dalge Teln Aol EUE F Auoh 4] ol 4el BIAL A

B sh2ach 2AW A4 YL A4 sgel B o)7) wRo] o
o}

Lo

g7 AL o] Aol $HAL Ttk £UH Yol UF g% o
29 A4 Hee Pusith clgo] AW 4L IR F A= P, 944
of Aol Fhol YA S wAPe] AT ABY F AdE W, :Lam g
ol ANEe] A7-AZS AT ae)she] o] AL FRATE 44
o olF @AL BAT F Yt el UF 29 TR 4T s
o] BEE F737] YA FUEAE AR O T AN HEES A

(vl ©]©] 2, 2000). ) o] o] 2 (Diana Meyers)oll W2 A, ojrUEA BawE 2

35) dele AA, 2AVNE F ARUZE S, , (A A4 A4S APY2E &
25}, (o]t ohAlotel JHAIE, 1996). o F& AATE 1996 119 29 olshele] opxlofel
SJAE ) 2HoR YA FAT Anz, AT 4 PAF J4F wede 58

o] & A= At

36) tolely} wolol, TN, , dEl& M. AA - otolglx miEle @ W, o459 A
2y, FFAXAEEI] SAMBAL, 2005), 71%. o714 gFo|A e Holjo]xd = o] F
S Fzxyoh
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&5 4T A BARLS o9 AAGS T2 A ZAA <ol FJEAT)
A ggom o449 g wFo g AAT|A Feth 2 JAf 27 4F
g Az etk F Bag &8 e 4 FAE 3 B FAES &
FA7IE FE87F 485 &89 Fas FALge FUF AAL kY,
g, A=, EEE, 71H¢]).3) stA|% ERRIEY 25ty Aste oldE 243t

N
i
r
X
o,

&4 <l (oppositional) =94 P4 nf2 I AFgq A
(APHRL g EHE A e A, AE-StEA, AA, AAZ)H

:(o
i
rhu
2
)
L

XIAERUGYS
AN U2 G4 NIEIdS BT wf) ZAAAY 9 Fx-2=3F, HEY, F
MHZ AR A =95 g g =X FF FAle A31E 3§
9 dFgo] Addsta & F gk Aolth o] AddMe A E0] AANES
T3t A A Ed Blgeta AT 5 de Aol FARIVL e Hol B
Zlolty, 25 A A 59 dAAS FAstal A3 A 59 EaA4do] BX e
frolsh sz s43tHA] AY A A(gender regimes)S A 3she AFS] A A

38) 53], WlshvlBe =94 zto} side] &2 ¥(disembedded) B A 8lH (disembodied)
AZ oldEE gAe AR HIRTD MBAN BBA BARAE B F)% 74
A B (FAY Bed oA dH)Ee dS &8tk Seyla Benhabib, “The
Generalized and the Concrete Other," Feminism as Citique On the Politics of
Gender(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1987).

39) ook AN E thee Fxale) JlHole 5 (independent)®] 374 WS EAN A3t
o] BA7 EAQxAoT HTES °]°¥7]{]-E‘r. T3t “dependency worker'ghe MES &
3 B8 =%S AEA #4314 Stk Eva Feder Kittay, Lover’s labor: essays on women,
equality, and dependency(New York: Routledge, 1999). o] Fol tjst Hgo 2= thg& Hel
Sara Ruddick, “An Appreciation of Lover’s Labor," in Hypatia vol. 17, no. 3 (Summer
2002). o1%F 7lEols} HHe g& A& Tl ol I AvYEES] ol EHA7IH
A, gE8E AF7E7l 9 =95 A=Y Eva Feder Kittay & Ellen K. Feder(ed),
The subject of care feminist perspectives on dependency, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers, INC., 2002).
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A3 Aol wiAl=l ol 7Rt AAE Aitete uAA BHoEnt ol E
F g FAse g2d, 27%F9 #HPYF(postmodern  and
poststructuralist feminism)oll Tt ¥]H4)S EQj2 7|13}, A, A& &

T AEE AAY Zde] o s FHEI

stololi JjeIEe] AAE T, AskHx, A3, PAHT, FA}Y RO
2 aeln A, 4%, 33 A 58 Ao ojd8 Bast ot Y 3
S54 e Aol AT A& olale] U2 BE BLst dvky Bk A
WE 5 JE 5L A 94

gt ®ststa o y2 AlA S -2 A4l
(actors) 24 8] 222 E old|d I Q.
a7t goske Ao A A (self-identity) M@ T Aol FulHdoz Wit

® A3 A (participant) 24 2225 ZHstE THOZ Ao HTh AopgA A

of e BAe v/ A BAGIL v Qe FHOR BAsh AFT 5
e, A7 H o PERL WP + A A SHelthr 11z} A

& o] Aol thal AAs AW Aoteh BAE 24 ol Y 54 E 5
of Ui ol @ BxE F AHA B RAFG 2L AobgARY 94 T4

=
O =2 A A ZA (reflexivity)t) 3 45 F B (intersubjectivity) o] oF. A 23 1 A4l

43) AR, =299 2L AACIE7ES Auiie A i aHdE FAE A AokgAl
3k ehakske] FAA Abole] BAYl A& Eu WA 252 AotHAT EAbete] F
dAE LT ol 23 AR Fe shtE FAAE AR 2o qusid a5 o
o] ctellM ofuiefe] FAGE T FA AdE Aosta 7] wWEolgde Aotk =
A, @FEFe o|B7HES BAgY AEE BAE T A NS dAT A AokdA
A3k ojmlial A Abele] Fx2F dARA 2HE F9 WA 252 FASEHE o
A A =8 Ze Fx Lol Y AR Aol G T dojolMe oujRe] A
ARE 2o 2 Ede 44 FAAHA B 52 AAAZNTH ove] JeFad 74,
A A olsl Aol FefatEA JRQle) Adel iR FAEE EbestAl dne Aotk
Allison Weir, sacrificial logics: feminist theory and the critique o identity(New York:
Routledge, 1996). ©] Sl TFA A= ofoloje] =o& o] A& Fx3ATt

44) ©15AH000) EF ATUFNA 2UE TR G BAHe)n ERA PAL 4B
2 Y5 Zolga Bk el maw, 4A4e E e dojmt Aol §E7 7]
9o 2k webA d4el AobgAlgel A AF wel, Aol ke 9o o
of whel YW W Ao ZAe] ARAol oD Folth B Age ToY BA% @
Aale] oige] BaEo] AREoz ool @ Ae, 2UEt FAHY 04T B o4
Eo] 7288 2 B SolH FEA BARA 7ol ol gl T 0d of
Folt o FAH EA2 Asen s} e ol AdREe A5 A AR
WE F4 zAERA Qg B fehde] Azo] BRI Uk A7) BE} B
AL HA Al AT S BAE o) olEset s Holth Tl B
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7 et digk #AIE S ovjet FEEY e Wt F7A7 52 Wb Ha
ate vk AWt ves s A% on A FA okt st Al
St olgfgt oule AL A oulE & Yo s FajAvte] 7t5d
o FEFAALLS FEFRH R FAET Aot NI FEFHA AL
T8 MEEY ol nt & TAs= ofdH Aol
A, olelgt 54 MAS2ZA U AAPL FFAE, ARE, U %
2AES A shs JuAA Sl FFozA aga AlA, A4, e
% S AAFozA FAEY Yo BAFGL ou]o] G et o

A FE FUs U] AHES T3 W Folm Wt b 2 Ao
S st (BHASR) AFET (£ ol Afrete HA oldE @i,

o ol 714 9(self-defining) o] FEolth BE PF, e A=
Aol Gk olH e Aot APRL AH oz 98 Ui aellA Brids)

o Al A7 Aol ts F7tske a7 A A Srkeke At

>

o, 2 JFsd AVSH NS, A2 0, A} WS, Wast 87, wAY
3} okao] Hol gaha Lotk 27T $eE S AALSCIED BA 4%
g, 2od7 335, Aud JANE, A48, AIA, Ao A AAE, A o
?M iﬂﬁl%..)% REE $A4 JFsd gy 423 AZL 93 44 o Be

Aot R A /g o) A& veta W& A5t BALES FA, FAEH, ol

taz, Bldstal, 25sts gt BAALE iE Hs AL F Ae 590l

oh el o) P B BE AS FASHT AASH Bobd £ UE 5
A FHBA TFHIL Qe FAH - ol8F Fgo] HHE L AW A3 BrEY B
2 93 QE A AHANE A9 FHA APFAY JA7 e & Aok o4
A e Aa)9) AZE TV AEE welsouA of M2 T FAdE 7
Ao a4, 223 294 Fol AE F Aole AR o)k AWUZY Aoy &
o olAl BAR velg Pt x¥H FAY oge W B2 Jwew s 3P
4 FA9 Az 2e Bl dohe Zolth ol5A, TgFed wAow 2o Yol
A7 e ReE Fa,, ol AelR, 25(N%: EASH ofold, 2000), 523
E='aY
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H2 o]y HAA 2 (identity work)oll A 3tsitt.

oA o=, olelg FAE Atol¢} BT YN (ELERHYZESY #4)S I
HetAY wiAs= BAG L HIAAe] olyth. 238 AolEd BFAFS ol
St §HA dobd = glom AR ow HdAHow £8F F e S T4
AFE 22l o] Y3 s Bapeke] AAdd tigk AR} ok} BRAbel g
&R} 59, FsFAAH A& g AA4F AXMH F&E EWHE St o]

= we] ourt BiAbe ofw el bE wf, v HA o] 7AH 2 BHF ey
(We)” o] A Q3 DA #A2 o A8 595 Fx3h

a9 ZARE BA%D G5t A% A e G4 A1, 4]
99, ANARL AF A4 Holn AHY FHSIL. & g%, M, 2952
A% 48 SHEN Y, Fol, AT, FEHL 9T 424 $E5 dnAn
AT BHAA shololE A Aol FHEY A&5& LFHE ApPAY
o] Aule] B0 BE Ee @A FUUNBES A $H 0L T
A bsITE Ae AR (T olUF HE} vwe] HAES FA A
A ol FYEo] MBI AR BIAT 5 Ah. F, AokgA Y B
& W7} Freln vel BAZL $AAAE AAeT Dhd AAHEL on) Qs
GeEn £t 2gos 2455 A4 $E 4TI T dol Be 24
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A NEHeR F43E = Slojobtt s ougth o]AS tE WHoRE T4
W, Aol A/ (identity of the self)e] FA= 9w HAA(identity of
meaning)®] FAl, EAS]  F YA (identification with) =& FAA
(relationships to)2] A= LA 3HA HAHAHAT

T/t gk stojof o] ol gk Mol A BAd 33t t
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EZNH MY ofd F43E ARt
o o| AHe ARFTE 143 wes
(agents)®] w3 THE EYHo2 AR

g AFFoEZA FAUUZE o|B7ES AT BARRE, doH AAS A3

o
=

stoloje FAG FA AAHYI EFAHEH] 2AEC] dhrtz o g
AE st Btes BAES syt oolole A, 3914 (agency), A&
Aol tigt o F o) wigi ojye} oY) %%01 Hole atolo] gk EEe]
AFste AL Aotell g A2 ANIstetes Aol g v a7
FAL 2y F wad, PA4 I F83 AYe AAE w$a,
WA 7], s Asta Al Aske FAARA A7 te ARS FASTHAE
SAll AR AARL AL H, A F AolF JEe =3 Ja, AstE, A
dste 1, AR, GEstH A, Agstn AT doe A4S AR &
o aWE oA ARG P % SRS A 25 dovE tEA
A BALEE seiA713, MR Z5ste AAA e HJHES olsistar H
wate aRAEH A Aotz F gle FHelga AT ol HlFUA
(nonidentity)S Bl AISFAY AStatAl kil AFS 3ElAlTIE $EL AolE A
& T e T dE $YHS ZE Aokego)E aTsk=H, = ERASY AH
A& ARSEE Blo] ofde}, ANE e FAA 0T FAHUAME A&HQ] 5
01 3 225 97

45) ClBAQ5)E Shelofe] WA g Hge] HAsA Eavhw Bk v WA
Wl Al 2AZ 2 AL, 5 ANFAT BAAR AololA e fAsHE
TR0] B sfelolrh WE “Al3lH Felsd w FxHoR T Aeo| gk Rk A

AL AAH BATE AR T EACHAE B S EAGE AL ARFo
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fr 4 2 o lo it

A AAZE WA TARrel Al o UEhd Algel £ FAoE, (REAsH
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ABSTRACT

A Feminist Study of Contemporary Female Subjectivity
through a Critical Feminist Revision of ‘Inter-dependency’

Sung, Mi Ra

Department of Women’s Studies
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This thesis challenges the centuries-old, gendered association of dependency
to femininity, more exactly, the masculinist equation of dependency to
femininity. Inspired by and based on contemporary feminist theorizing, by
which (feminist) women have revealed to what extent and how the ways of
seeing and the existing systems of values and faiths are gender-inflected and
male-centered, I attempt to re-gender the masculinized ways of seeing and the
systems of values, with a feminist focus on the issue of dependency. As
feminists persuasively and critically have examined, social systems, norms and
values are gender-biased, neither "universal," "rational" nor "objective." For my
feminist re-gendering of the pervasive idea of dependency, which has strongly
been associated with femininity or femaleness, I critically examine the various
responses of ten contemporary single women in their twenties or thirties to the
idea of dependency. For this, I performed interviews from August 2, 2005 to
September 7, 2005 as an integral part of this study. I provide my critical,
in-depth analysis of the interview results. I suggest a re-gendered, feminist, more
liberating idea of dependency, at the core of which I call lies inter-dependency
as a fundamental condition of existence. A feminist recognition of

inter-dependency as such is a primary condition for our viability as



feminist/women in this twenty first century. Feminist subjectivity suggested in
this thesis takes seriously inter-recognition and (self-)reflexivity as empowering
elements of (feminist) ethics, based on such a recognition of inter-dependency.

The first chapter introduces the topics of this thesis, my own approach to the
issue of (female) dependency, and methodology of this study. In the second
chapter, I critically review some of significant feminist theories of dependency
such as Diana Meyers, Jessica Benjamin, Allison Weir, to name a few. The
second chapter also examines both feminist ways in which the gendered
associations of dependency with femininity and of emotion with female-ness
have been deconstructed and feminist theories that provides the insightful ideas
of new (feminist) subjectivities, without romanticizing or repressing affectivity,
feelings, and emotion, all of which have been strongly associated with femininity
in masculine discourses.

The third chapter provides my critical analysis on the in-depth interviews of
ten contemporary single women about their concrete experiences and ideas of
dependency. I also erxamine how the so-called "feminine" realm, to which
dependency, intimacy, emotion(al labor), etc. have belonged, are gendered,
analyzing how the interviewed women have experienced what splits and
dilemmas. Based on my critical perspective of the established systems of values
and the currently widely-circulating ideas of human subject and selfhood, I
attempt to re-conceptualize female autonomy in search of feminist possibilities of
viable female subjectivities and ethics.

The results of my study are following. First, the masculinist idea of seeing
women as "emotional (and therefore less rational) beings" is still prevailing,
while the need of dependency is noticeably increasing as our social life is
increasingly unstable and complex. Many of women, who are continuously
represented as or allegedly assumed to be "emotional beings," tend to show
more complicated structures of feeling and experience than men.

Second, the ideas of dependency, drawn from my interviewed subjects, fall



largely into the following categories: 1) dependency as opposite to autonomy,
independence, and self-determination; 2) dependency as loss of self; 3)
dependency as an integral part of living condition and meanings of life; or 4)
dependency as opposite to masculinity or manhood. It is most noticeable that
my study’s subjects have a strong tendency which would belong to the first
category: they tend to regard dependency as opposite to autonomy,
independence, and self-determination. This reveals that contemporary women in
our society internalize the dichotomous idea of dependency vs.
autonomy/independence, simultaneously strongly yearning for the latter.

Third, With an ironical split between yearning for female autonomy and
masculinist idea of female dependency, many women including my study’s
subjects have suffered from socially imposed self-disrespect and anxieties or at
least experienced self-splitings. It is in their desire for intimate mother-daughter
relationships and other intimacies that such splits in women are revealed often
most and most intensively.

Last but not least, my analysis on the interviewees’ experiences implies that
it is urgent for us to seek for the new, alternative ways in which we can
deconstruct and thus positively break through this double bind of femininity or
womanhood, without any negative perceptions of such conflicts and splits. In
turn, all of these require us to know how to keep creatively tensions between
autonomy and dependency and between independency and inter-recognition,
how to re-think radically our fundamental inter-dependence and
inter-subjectivity, how to re-theorize (female) autonomy, and how to reconcile
multiple subjectivities and positions between us and in us as a single person. It
is also imperative for us to re-interpret conflicting identities, and thereby to hold
them in creative ways. Then, we can envision and realize a variety of
possibilities opened by such versatile capabilities including those of
self-reflexivity and of respecting otherness of the others as well as in our own

selves.



This thesis is a feminist search of how to break through the simultaneously
oppressive and repressive ways of seeing and living, by critically looking into
the lives of contemporary young women via in-depth interviews and subsequent
analysis on them. All of my work in this thesis, which has been performed in a
personally significant turning point to end my twenties and to open my really
re-newed, empowering era of thirties, is from my years-long hope and works to
envision alternative, empowering female selfhood, feminist subjectivity, and
more liberating ways of relating myself to others. This thesis calls for further
feminist studies of more various, more detailed aspects of the lives of
contemporary single women who have been raised up in nuclear families, some
of whom are university graduates, and whose conflicts and dilemmas are social
marks to reveal significant undercurrents of our contemporary, increasingly
masculinizing capitalist society. Further radical examinations of differences and
diversity among contemporary single women are also imperative, especially in
connection to the lives of elder and younger generations. Looking forward to
encountering with subsequent radical re-envisionings and inquiries of how we
can break through the current oppressive social norms, as well as of how
gendered, female identities are constructed and deconstructed across the lines of
various divides such as class, education level, age, sexual preference and
orientation, religion, and so forth, I hope that my study here will be a
contribution to feminist studies of gendered identities in general and of

contemporary single women in particular.
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