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ABSTRACT

Artistic Explorations of Loss: Expressions of Emotion and
Experience

— Centered on My Own Creations —

Lee, Narim
Dept. of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This thesis explores the intricate portrayal of emotions and experiences of
loss within the realm of Oriental painting, drawing inspiration from the
exhibition titled 'Tlluminating Moments for Every Death and Spirit to
Remember,” which serves as the centerpiece for my Master's degree thesis in

2023.

In Oriental painting, art finds its roots in myriad external influences—life
experiences, thoughts, and deeply stirring emotions that emerge from within.
My artistic creations serve as a reflection of personal thoughts and emotions,
particularly centered around the intricate tapestry of feelings associated with

loss. To encapsulate this essence within my work, I embarked on a journey



to confront and embrace the multifaceted sense of loss stemming from diverse
interactions across various life experiences, eschewing reliance on a singular
defining event. Visualizing these emotions and experiences of loss prompted
me to combine text within the realm of painting, creating a harmonious
fusion that conveys a unified intrinsic thought and emotion. Furthermore, this
thesis delves into the exploration of materials and methodologies, seeking to
articulate these intangible emotions of loss by capturing them as visible
imprints on the canvas. The employed expressive techniques capture emotions

through strokes and hues intrinsic to Oriental painting, manifesting as traces.

Feelings of loss, often accompanied by a profound sense of sadness and pain,
gradually transform into artworks during the artistic process. Through
creative expression, my intention is to serve as a conduit, facilitating the
healing and ventilation of these internal adversities. These deeply personal yet
universally relatable experiences of loss transform into artworks that aim to
offer solace to viewers—an open acknowledgment and portrayal of emotions

unveiled upon the canvas.
Within the realm of Oriental painting, this thesis aims to honor the

emotional depth inherent in loss, transmuting these profound sentiments into

visual tapestries that resonate with the human spirit.
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