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ABSTRACT

A Study of Sam-Sul-Ki

Shin Hee-kyung
Dept. of Korea Language and Literature
Graduated School

Sungshin Womens University

The purpose of this dissertation is to analyze the origin and idea of
writing of the senine short stories included in Samsulgi and to examine
the general characteristics of Samsulei. Samsulgi 1s the only
Bang—Kak—FBon collection of short stories including nine pieces of work;
Samsa—Huing—yip —hwang—chun—gui, O—hojang—gui, Hwang—jyu—mok—

sa—Kye—ja—gul, Sheo—cho—pae—wang—gui, Samja—won—jong—gul, No—

chu—nyuga, Whangsae—kyul—song, Nok—cheoyeon—hui, No—shum—shang—

chua—gui.

It 1s hard to find the coherence of content or format among nine stories
in Samsulgi. Forth is reason, studies on individual features of each piece
or the general characteristics of Samsulgi as a collection have been rarely
done. In this dissertation, Iwill examine the characteristics of Samsulgr
with its commerciality and popularity as starting points for discussion,
focusing on the fact that Samswulgr is a collection of short stories
published in 1848.

In chapter 2, 1 discuss cultural backgrounds of the emergence of



Samsulgi. The popularity of Samsulgi as a Bang—Kak—Bon can be
inferred from the fact that novel sand poems co—existin the collection
and that various types of stories are assemble dinone collection. Samsulgr
could have secured popularity by holding are flection of the ways that

men of letters enjoyed various literary styles those days.

The origin and way of writing of Samsulgi are examined in chapter 3.
Although previous text is the source of all nine pieces of Samsulgi, how
text is applied to each piece varies. Both Samsa—Huing—yip—hwang—chun
—gui and No—chu—nyu—ga make use of the stories presented in text as
they are. However, the former extends introductory part and the latter
does ending part. On the other hand, HAwang—jyu—mok—sa—Kye—ja—gui
and Hwangsae—kyul—song use the stories of text as they are, but they
change subjects or specify the subjects that seem to be non—prominent.
O—ho—dae—jang—gui, Sheo—chowang—gui, Samja—won—jong—gui, Nok—

cheosa—yeon—huiand, No—shum—shang—chua—gul make use of the mes in
various texts. Therefore, although nine pieces of Samsulgi have different
us age of previous text in various ways, they incline to have for

mofnovel in common.

In chapter 4, I examine how subjects, inscription, and characters have
been formed in this collection. Samsulgi can be seen as a fable in that
fundamental and abstract subjects unfold in fictional situation. The
subjects are made in the way that contrastive objectives are created, and
Heo(JE)and Sil(#) of Myung(#) are evaluated regarding the objectives.
In this process, Samsulgi presents offices, practical knowledge, and
historical consciousness as objective bases on which the judgment of
Heo()) and Sil(#) is made, and concrete its persuasive nature. Also,
Samsulgr 1s not just confined to a fable but classified as anovel that

retains author’s consciousness by interpreting Heo(JE) and Si/(Z) of



Myung(#) in social meaning.

The origin of Samsulgr is text that required the knowledge of Chinese
literature and was enjoyed by men of letters with Sadaebu as leading
class. Nevertheless, Samsulgi is written in the Korean Language. It
sustains the characteristics of poetry by employ in gafor mof poem in
expressing subjective sentiments or author’s view, and presents dramatic
feature that describes and expands the scenes by using form of Pansori.
Samsulgr has multiple styles in that it inscribes the perceptions based on

Chinese literatures in Korean language.

Human philosophy presented in Samswulgr unfolds in a direction of
affirming the basic nature of human being. However, feudalistic morality
and modern human philosophy coexist in Samsulgi and it does not put the
system on the question although it tries to over come the crises by

enforcing ideology.

Samsulgi 1s characterized as novel in that it has previous text as the
origin of writing and the the author recreated it by projecting his
interests. Samsulgr is a Bang—Kak—FBon collection of short stories based
on plebian’s perception so fliterary and popularities of the intelligentsia.
In other words, the inter mixture of the ways that the plebian were
enjoying their culture, upper—class culture, practical specialty by
positions, and culture of pleasure with base of economic power is
presented in the for mof literary in Samsulgi. The characteristics of
Samsulgi are ascribed to the fact that the consciousness of plebian class
that was expanding their social and cultural hegemony in Seoul, the city
being transformed into capitalist cityin 19thcentury, 1s reflected in this
literature, and Samsulgi has meaning that there cognition of social

contradictions has been popularized combined with commerciality.
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