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ABSTRACT

A comparative study on FThree Generationsy (Samdae)

and TThe Peaceful Worlds (Tae-Pyong-Chon-Ha)

Lee, Sung Jin
Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education
of Sungshin Women's University

Seoul, Korea

In modern novel of Korea Yeum Sang Sup and Chae Man Sik
are authors who express definitely their attitudes of
cognizances with difference how they encounter colonial

realities.

The primary purpose of this thesis was to compare two
literary works; TThree Generationss (Samdae) and TThe
Peaceful Worlda (Tae-Pyong-Chon-Ha). This analysis
emphasized the relationship between the characters

mentioned and stressed the differences in literary style. In



addition, analyses by other commentators were reviewd in

chronological sense, each being symbolic of their time.

Particular attention was given to the development of
characters, and how their roles received influence from both
writers' literary dispositions, realistic or satirical. How the
characters were manipulated from the basis of the themes

was also a crucial element.

The historical situation in Korea can be described briefly as
a painful struggle of the Korean people against the colonial
policy of Japanese imperialists. Many critics have agreed that
FSamDaes (Three Generations) and TFTae-Pyong-Chon-Haua
(The Peaceful World) are the novels which most realistically
and successfully show how every individual of every social
rank in 1930's led a life in that violent and painful situation.
Yeum Sang Sup shows the typical lives of Korean citizens at
the beginning of 1930's in a descriptive and realistic
manner. In TTae-Pyong-Chon-Has , Chae Man Sik represents
the typical characters of FSamDaes in a more satirical

manner inserting his own feeling energetically.

Yeum Sang Sup's novel set between 1926 and 1936,

successfully exemplifies 'a classic story of its time'. It's



authenticity and accomplishment at capturing social an
historical perspectives is commendable. Chae Man Sik's
novel, on the other hand, is more critical in stance, and
sheds light on the deceptiveness of so-called history. He
used satire as the main literary device to highlight the cruel

realities of life.

Comparing the two novels, Yeum Sang Sup's historical
portrayal spanned generation to generation whilst Chae Man
Sik's Satire about history proliferated itself across a single

generation.

An evaluation of characters formed the basis of this thesis.
Such characters are stereotypical of certain 'generation

types'.

Under investigation was an unfolding of characters in
response to the turmoils they faced. The characters then
turned on a realistic edge in Three Generations or a satirical

one in The Peaceful World.

When considering character diversity, living conditions
obviously play an important role. The varying circumstances

in FThree Generationss laid the groundwork for a greater




variety of characters to evolve. It demonstrated how peopl

are a reflection of their surroundings.

Dealing with conflict, a main theme in both novels, reveals much
in terms of Yeum Sang Sup's and Chae Man Sik's view of
characters. It is through their characters that they could convey
personal ideals. In TThree Generationss , Yeum Sang Sup's ideal
method was conformism. The way to deal with conflict was to
cooperate and compromise with the ideals of a head figure.
However, in TFThe Peaceful Worlda , Chae Man Sik proposed
that a hero could idealistically beak away from dysfunctional

norms and search to create a new order and system.

In conclusion, this thesis fulfilled it's aim at comparing two
works. Through the evaluation, it was possible to isolate both
writers' primary intentions. TThree Generationss , classified as a
realistic novel, suggested that conflicts could be resolved
gradually over the passing of generations. TThe Peaceful Worldys ,
classified as a satire, brought forward the notion that old should

be replaced with new using destructive and constructive means.
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