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ABSTRACT

A contents analysis of the principles of Democracy and

Republicanism of social studies textbooks

Park, Young Hwa
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study is for analysing principles of democracy and republicanism in
high school textbooks for social studies.

From the Paragraph 1 of Article 1 in Korean constitution it is specified
"Republic of Korea is a democratic republic country,” which indicates that
'Democracy’ and 'Republicanism' have been combined for the political
identity.

It is true that democracy has been recognized among Korean people
widely during the process of democratization in South Korea. On the other
hand, the other one for the political identity in Korea, Republicanism has
been attracted little attention. Even though it has a significant meaning for
Korean political system. Also, the key principles of republicanism including
the rule of law and the separation of powers have been understood as only
the principles for democracy.

Recently it is widely agreed that Korean society has faced on crisis of



democracy. Thus, some scholars have developed a bond of sympathy to
find out solutions for the Republicanism in Korea.

A main point for this study is that social studies, in particular, in political
education is quite focused on emphasis about Korean democracy studies in
high school textbooks, which the education regarding republicanism is
relatively insufficient.

It is obvious that Social Studies should be educated the democratic and
republicanism principles at the same level, and it should be reconciled.
Because the development of democracy is complemented by Republicanism
as well as Democracy. And by giving education concerning Republicanism
it will be able to strengthen democracy in Korea.

The purpose of this study is to observe details in the textbooks
concerning the way of depicting democracy and republicanism in order to
find out some problems of the description at the political section in high
school social studies textbooks.

The results of the analysis from the textbooks, there were some features
which we can recognize. Most of the textbooks have shown more
explanations about democratic contents rather than republicanism.
Democracy principles in the texts are faithfully descriptive but there is no
Republicanism explanation or any possible theories either. As well as
Research activities related to Democracy contents are rather common than
Republicanism.

Especially it is easily find out that the emphasis on 'participatory
democracy' and encouragement for participation in democratic system, but

the principles of republicanism can find out hardly except for the contents



of checks and balances.

As growing interest in republicanism, it is necessary to reconfigure about
democracy and republicanism in educational contents of textbooks.
Therefore, there are some suggestions that is desirable directions.

First, the rule of law and separation of powers are the key principles of
republicanism rather than democracy. Because of this, it is required that the
symbols of republicanism should be learned in order to make students
understand itself as republicanism principles.

Second, social education should move away from excessive focus on
democracy and should be educated the rule of law, civic virtues,
deliberative mechanism, realization of the common good as republicanism
fundamentals. That is why the republicanism principles can be the
important driving force for civic education.

Third, the principle of sovereignty, principle of majority decision and
political equality are also important contents of democracy, besides, in
democratic education as well. It should be stated that those principles
should be presented correctly in textbooks as well as participation.

In the future it could be estimated that the principles of democracy and
republicanism should be harmonized in the textbooks, and this study would

offer of the beginning for implementation.
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