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ABSTRACT

Analysis on Activity of the Civil Society
Organization in Illustrations in Social Studies
Textbook

Choi, Jin
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The paper seeks to explore activity types and fields of the civil society
organization as described in middle school and high school’s social
studies textbook illustrations. In order to enable adolescents to have
balanced view of activities of the civil society organization and to let
them to actively participate in such activities, school education can be
said to play a vital role, and among it, the textbook is a major material,
very important for student’s lesson activity. Particularly, because
activities of the civil society organization are performance-based, there
1s a need for describing them through illustrations rather than writing in
words. It is because illustration’s visual effects are huge in that it’s no
wonder that students first look at the illustrations before the content

when reading textbooks, and they tacitly influence students that much.



Therefore, the paper explored activities of the civil society organization
centering on textbook illustrations, and main results of the study are as
follows.

First, as a result of examining activity types of the civil society
organization, the paper found that the proportion of demonstrations was
the highest. Among the total of 343 illustrations, demonstrations
constituted 57.4%, education - enlightenment activity constituted 15.5%,
public hearing - press conference constituted 11.3%, signing activity
constituted 6.7%, government watch activity constituted 4.7%, volunteer
activity constituted 3.29, and mediating activity constituted 1.296.
Furthermore, overall, social studies textbook stated various activities but
in certain subjects, some types of activities, such as mediating activity,
were not stated.

Second, looking at field of activity of the civil society organization,
social studies textbook doesn’t equally suggest each field. Unlike in
middle and high school social studies textbook, which states ’social
issues’ and ’political issues’ in similar high proportions, ‘real-life issues’
are treated relatively less.

Third, looking at each national common curriculum - advanced
elective, in national common curriculum, illustrations on ’'demonstration’,
which constitutes higher proportion as year level gets higher, showed an
increasing trend, while illustrations on ’education - enlightenment
activity’ or 'real-life issues’ were on a decreasing trend. Further, in
advanced elective, illustrations on the civil society organization activities

were concentrated in political science textbook, which may pose as a



danger of incorrect understanding in which activities of the civil society
organization are carried out only within a political sphere.

Implications based on the results mentioned above are as follows.

First, illustrations of activity type of the civil society organization are
generally concentrated in 'demonstrations’ and in certain subjects don’t
mention certain activities; and because of this, this may present an
understanding to students that the activities of civil society groups are
limited to demonstrations. Therefore, social studies textbook must try to
present illustrations of wvarious types of activities that civil society
groups do in all subjects, and improvements must be made in order for
illustrations of each type of activities to be incorporated equally.

Second, illustrations of the civil society organization activities related to
real-life issues must be incorporated with more emphasis. Because
real-life issues are issues that are easy to come across, they play a
positive role in which to enable students to more easily participate in
the civil society organization activities when they grow to be adults,
and social studies textbook must increase illustrations related to real-life
issues.

Third, in order to educate students to participate with proper perception
on activities of the civil society organization, the balance between
national common curriculum - advanced elective must be equalized.
That is, one must not only balance between types and fields themselves
of activities of the civil society organization, but also equally and
systemically organize national common curriculum per year level, so that

one must try to ingrain balanced view to students.
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