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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Study on Social Studies Preservice
Teachers’ Perception of Gender

- A Certain Female College of Education in the metropolitan area—

Moonsun Choi
Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

Gender, which has great meaning for everyone, is one of the most
important social variables and has an effect on identity. Perception
of gender, to preservice teachers, 1s related to doing about what kind
of gender education and establishing teacher identify.

This paper explores the characteristics about gender in social
studies curriculum and the meaning of gender perceived by female
social studies preservice teachers and then reconstructs the direction
of teacher education. To achieve these aims the following research

questions were established.
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1. What do preservice teachers learn about gender in social
studies teacher education?

2. What does gender which social studies preservice teachers
recognize mean?

3. What do the characteristics of social studies preservice

teachers’ perception of gender mean for teacher education?

This paper conducts a in-depth interview and data was collected over
three interviews. The participants selected are six female students who
major in social studies education in a women’'s university. Their
perception of gender classifies three different types: "The lack of
interested in gender’, 'Adjustment to social values of gender’ and
'Reflection of their personality’.

The result of this research indicates that the problem of weak gender
sensitivity, the importance of a teacher’s role in the classroom. In other
words, if preservice teachers have weak gender sensitivity, the gender
education that teachers will conduct in the future will have a problem
too. Gender education is determined by the perception of gender a
teacher holds and thus the teacher’s perception will have a massive
impact on the formation of students’s gender awareness.

Also, this study can introduce the theme of teacher education as the
exploration of teacher identity. When questions such as "Who am I as a
male or female?’ and '"What kind of teacher will I be?’ are formed by
the exploration of teacher identity and are integrated and answered,

preservice teachers will then be able to transition to 'good teachers’.
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