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ABSTRACT

A Scheme to Make Use of Public Service Ads

in Social Studies

Lee, Yoon-Kyung
Department of Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

People in modern society are prone to be exposed to media.
Particularly, teenagers familiar with information communication devices
are to come In contact with a broad range of audio visual materials
through media including TV, radio, the internet and PMP. In that
respect, students’ interest in learning could be whetted by applying those
materials to learning in social studies classes, which idea became the
motif for this study.

Among a plethora of countless audio visual materials, public service
advertising, which is produced under the involvement of government for
the purpose of innovating public awareness and consciousness of certain
issues, may as well be used to infuse learners with desirable social

values and to enhance their will to learn social studies.



Based on the belief aforesaid, the main subject of this study was
entitled "A Scheme to Make Use of Public Service Ads in Social
Studies.”

Under the scheme, public service ads produced in 1981 when those
ads were produced for the first time up to 2008 were analyzed based on
an analysis frame comprised of 9 upper and 32 lower areas by requoting
theme-based classifications of KOBACO and earlier study of Mihwa
Rhee(2008). Then, public service ads on TV and the internet and in print
media found usable for social studies curriculum were analyzed in
accordance with themes.

As a result of the analysis, themes of public service ads avaliable to
social studies were mostly found in fields in relation to such social
values as civic education, election and democracy that any member in a
democratic society should foster. Also, quite a little content concerning
protecting teenagers as future leaders was found useful.

By contrast, subjects on multi—cultural education or human rights of
minority, which issues have been brought into light as time changes,
were hard to find. On the other hand, it was found that subjects newly
arise in regard to social issues resulting from prevalence of information

communication devices in the 21st century.

Specific plans to make practical use of public service ads based on

the results from the analysis are as follows:

First, to understand the meanings of images seen through media texts

presented. Second, to think upon plots of media texts. Third, to identify



social and cultural values not explicitly presented but implicitly
presumed. Fourth, to discuss points at issue. Fifth and finally, to lead
learners, who have gone through the process from the first to the fourth,
to actually produce public service ads. This learning process is expected
to improve learners’ creativity and effectively trigger their interest in
learning.

These days, in times when diverse cultural approaches are possible,
teenagers come in contact with and accept a variety of cultures in an
agile manner and even re-create those in diversified ways. Considering
the environment in this age, learners’ varying desire for learning need
be met to the fullest extent possible.

Education in the 20th century might have been characterized by
teacher-oriented lectures. Now, in the 21st century, it should be
learner-oriented. Breaking free from those old approaches based on
memorization and pushing rather than pulling, learners’ high dimensional
thinking abilities need fostering. Therefore, it is about time researches on
diversified teaching-learning processes were carried out for the benefit of

self-directed learning.
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