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ABSTRACT

A qualitative study on the recognition of
students for multiculturalism unit in social

studies subject

Kim Ga Young
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Korean society has been becoming a multicultural, and it is
expected that this phenomenon will be exacerbated in the future.
The purpose of multiculturalism education 1s to prevent social
conflicts and problems that may appear due to multicultural changes
and to foster citizens with the cultivation of civic qualities to be
able to cope well in a multicultural society. It i1s difficult to find
in—depth whether this purpose i1s being fully delivered to the
students or in what aspect it appears. In this study, the narrative
and awareness of multiculturalism unit in socio—cultural curriculum
were investigated. Through this, it was intended to understand what
the multiculturalism unit means to students and to investigate the

direction of successful multiculturalism education. The following



implications were obtained on the multiculturalism unit through the
in—depth interviews with seventeen students sampled from Hanbit
Girls' High School.

First, the classroom experience and opportunities are needed for
students to think for themselves. Opportunities for the students to
think for themselves, discussions, and direct or indirect instances and
experience are required that can help students understand the
multicultural phenomenon.

Second, the entrance examination—oriented educational climate has a
negative 1mpact on the progress of the actual lessons. In the
entrance examination—oriented education like this, teachers will face
difficulty in practice even though they have concrete cognition of
multicultural education.

Third, the educational environment needs changes in the long—-term
perspective. Social support system is required for the practice of
multicultural education. It is necessary to configure the network of
professional multicultural agencies that can actually help teachers in
the practice of multicultural education.

These efforts would enable efficacy of multicultural curriculum as

well as refine students' awareness.
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