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ABSTRACT

Liberalism and Communalism in Social Study Education

—-Focused on Content Analysis of High School Textbook-

Song Hye Jin
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Before we discuss education, we need to find an answer to a more
fundamental question, "what is a desirable value we have to persue?”
The procedure of such contemplation will clearly present the direction
of education in order to realize values we persue.

Many people criticize in self-mockery that we suffer from various
social problems caused by extreme selfishness and exclusive
competition of the modern society. Negative aspects of social change
appeared along with the expansion of liberty since the modernization
have attracted attention, and people started to be skeptical of ’liberty’
which had been considered as an absolute virtue. Moreover, as an
alternative to heal the ills of the modern society, a revival of

community based on the communal consciousness has been proposed.



Which value should we persue in order to solve the problems of the
modern society and proceed for the development of the society?

Liberalism and communalism present different answers to this
question. Liberalism considers liberty and rights of individual as
priority and emphasizes the realization of these values. On the other
hand, communalism considers society more important than individual,
thus the communal value should be a priority. However, liberalism
and communalism are not complete by themselves alone, thus they
have to seek a balance and harmony. 'Individual’ and ‘community’
can fully function only when they are complementary and in an
organic relation with each other.

Under the judgement that liberalism and communalism should be in
balance and harmony, a premise is drawn that the education in
Korea should persue such value, and it is examined how the contents
related in this subject are treated in social studies.

As a method of this study, a specific content description is analyzed
in order to examine which values related to the subject of this study
are sought after in general social studies textbooks (politics, economy
and society & culture) of the current 7th Curriculum. As a theoretical
ground to analyze the contents of textbooks, arguments of scholars
representative of each theory are used as a basis. Liberalism is based
on J. Rawls” "A Theory of Justice’ and communalism is based on

theories of A. Maclntyre, M. Sandel, C. Taylor, and M. Walzer who



critically analyzed Rawls’ theory and presented opposing arguments.
Based on the above mentioned scholars’ arguments, a common

characteristic is induced in this study.
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