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Abstract

The Meaning of Student Agency in the Curriculum

Choice Experience of College of Education Student

Dayeon Shin
Department of Education
Graduate School of

Sungshin Womens’ University

In the future society, learners, not passive learners who write down the 1
nstructions of instructors, are required to become the subject of class and
actively lead their own learning. Reflecting these demands, the range of ele
mentary, middle, and high school curriculum that students can choose on t
heir own based on agency is increasing. However, university students, esp
ecially those at the College of Education, who are pre-service teachers, do
not have a wide range of choices in the curriculum due to the essential co
urses for obtaining teacher certification. Considering that most teachers are
pre—service teachers who want to enter the teaching profession, it is neces
sary to experience agency from the university’s curriculum so that they ca
n learn as reflective and responsible actors. Therefore, this study attempted
to explore in—depth the perception and experience of the curriculum selectio

n of student-led students to promote the experience of agency in the unive
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rsity curriculum. The research questions to achieve the research objectives

are as follows.

First, what are the meanings and characteristics of student agency percel
ved by college of education students in relation to curriculum selection?
Second, in what aspect is the agency of college of education students us

ed in relation to the current university curriculum?

In order to explore research problems, five students from University in S
eoul were selected as participants in the study and qualitative case studies
were conducted, and data were collected through in—depth interviews. The
interview focused on what meaning and characteristics student agency has
in the curriculum selection, how student agency is exercised, and what tas
ks are needed to improve the student-led experience. The interview conduc
ted was recorded to create transcription data and analyzed.

The results of the research are summarized as follows.

The biggest characteristic of student agency found in students at the col
lege of education was ’'the subject of choice and decision’. This does not s
imply mean that the subject of choice and decision is oneself, but that the
curriculum choice that reflects one’s thoughts and judgments more than ot
hers. In addition, students’ choice of curriculum was not limited to the beh
avior itself. In particular, it was possible to find a sense of purpose, reflect
ion, and responsibility in the curriculum selection. Students chose the curric
ulum according to their respective sense of purpose, and they showed them

selves reflecting on whether their purpose, behavior, choice, and direction
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were correct in their learning process. In addition, based on the recognition
that it is important to take responsibility for one’s chosen curriculum and t
he consequences, they tried to take responsibility for their choices. As suc
h, it was confirmed that the curriculum selection based on student agency
was not recognized as simply the meaning of choice itself.

Second, it was recognized that student agency was a more necessary ma
jor competency for students of college of education, who are pre-service te
achers. This is because most of the students at the college of education ar
e prospective teachers who want to enter the teaching profession, so they
recognized that it is important to experience agency and have competence 1
n the university curriculum in order to teach students in the school. This 1
ndicates that teachers should play the role of assistants in the process of s
tudents choosing their lives based on agency.

Third, the agency of students at the college of education showed differen
t manifestations according to various categories of the curriculum. Students
showed the greatest agency in major selection, and they made choices base
d on their sense of purpose in comparative activities rather than subjects.
This i1s a result of the characteristics of the curriculum of the college of e
ducation, where most of the subjects that must be completed in order to o
btain a teacher’s license are determined. In addition, there were not many
experiences In choosing the contents of the class, and a small number of e
xperiences were limited to discussions, essay selection, and class demonstr
ations during the class, so it did not reach the high level of independent se
lection of the entire class.

Fourth, the obstacles in the curriculum selection of college of education’s
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students were divided into ’'institutional factors’ due to regulations related
to the acquisition of teacher certificates and 'personal factors’ that are diffi
cult to choose due to lack of information. It is difficult for students to take
the agency in choosing the subjects they want to complete because they m
ust follow the standards required by students at the college of education to
obtain a teaching certificate. Therefore, they showed limited choices within
a given curriculum and showed passive choice of the curriculum. In additio
n, it was recognized that it was difficult to choose the content of the class
in a situation where information on the subject and class was insufficient.

Taken together, the curriculum selection based on the agency of the stud
ent of the college of education reflected their thoughts and judgments the
most, and involved a sense of purpose, reflection, and responsibility, not ju
st an act of choice. This agency was expressed in different aspects in sele
cting major, subject, non-subject activity, and class content. This is also a
n important competency for pre—service teacher students, but the difficulty
of choosing from the criteria for obtaining teacher certificates and insufficie
nt information served as a difficult factor for them to take the agency and
choose the curriculum.

The results of this study are significant in that they understood in-depth
the characteristics of student agency, patterns of manifestation of agency, a
nd obstacles to exercise agency through exploration of the curriculum selec
tion experience based on student agency. Furthermore, it provides implicati
ons for ways to improve the curriculum of teacher training institutions (uni
versities) to enhance the agency experience as pre-service teachers throug

h exploration of the agency of teachers.
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