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ABSTRACT

A study on the painting expression of metal crafts

based on the image of desert

Kim Hee Young
Department of Crafts
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

In modern society, we as individuals live amid the relationships that we
form with many other people. However, we still feel the loneliness of life
and its emptiness, which drives us to trap ourselves, alone, in our world
and then again to seek shallow relationships that lack authenticity.
Hopelessness and despair dishearten one and make one defensive, and such
aspect has extended to changing the modern society into a lonely society.
A society changed as such has led to the loss of communication, causing
the isolation of human relationships and creating a wall of defense so high
and multiple that it became unable to seek each other's true inner
thoughts: just like the needles on a cactus hiding and protecting its body.

The artwork of this thesis compares such an impression of modern
society to the image of a desolate and lonely desert, juxtaposing the

various living organisms that survive enduring the conditions of the desert
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to us humans living the present. 'Us’ meaning cactuses with multiple
colors and forms that have evolved in their environment and camels with a
distinctive appearance.

The researcher intended to visually represent the desert creatures that
have evolved according to their environment using pictorial expression.
Semi three—-dimensional sculptural works were also composed into the final
artwork to reduce the disjuncture between the three-dimensional sculpture
and the two-dimensional drawings, which resulted from adding pictorial
features into the creation process. With a heat-induced method of coloring
applied onto the metal surface instead of wusing pigments, the
characteristics of metal were emphasized, showing the researcher’'s means
to investigate research methods that can highlight individual materials but
retain the color scheme and overall atmosphere of the artwork.

The researcher attempts to move away from the general tendencies of
crafts that primarily concentrate on the form and overcome the limitation
of a flat-surfaced artwork by focusing on planar characteristics and
pictorial expression methods. For example, the researcher tinted the metal
surface to give shade, put color to display depth and dimension, and added
a semi three-dimensional sculpture into the artwork. The researcher found
that the working process that crossed between two-dimensional and
three—dimensional planes was the most appropriate to represent the
multitude of facets that people living in modern society. This cross-over
working process was part of the researcher’s intention to display social
alienation and the modern people’s loneliness and isolation caused by

different relationships in pictorial form.
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The researcher’'s artwork applied pictorial expression on a flat plane and
the three-dimensional sculpting method to supplement each features’ flaws
and utilize their fundamental characteristics to create a unique harmony
between the two. Such a fusional way of working can suggest a clue to
solving isolated relationships between people according to society’s changed
state in a positive manner. While being aware of the changing social
environment from a community-based to an individual-based, the
researcher suggests resolving the loneliness of modern society by forming
relationships based on respect for individuality and allowing one to freely
express and share thoughts as much as possible one’s boundaries allow.

The researcher intended to seek a new characteristic in the artwork’s
form as an objet by using the change in craft, which focused on the
formativeness as objects, and utilizing the unique features that each genre
carries by breaking boundaries of the artwork's genre. Furthermore, the
researcher aimed to give the artwork a new value as a craft by creating it
to fit the modern lifestyle as a wall object sculpture and provide visual

satisfaction rather than practical use.
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