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ABSTRACT

An Ethnographic Inquiry on the Professional Live of the
Full-day Classroom Beginning Teachers at Private

Kindergarten

Lee, Eun—Hee
Dept. of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women'’s University

The purposes of this study are to examine the whole professional life of
the full-day classroom beginning teachers at private kindergarten and
analyze difficulties of the professional life focusing on the experiences of
full-day classroom teachers. To achieve them, studying problems were set

as follows.

1. How does on the professional live of full-day classroom beginning
teachers at private kindergarten?
2. What are the difficulties and requirements of full-day -classroom

beginning teachers in the professional live?

The main results of this study are as follows.

The full-day classroom beginning teachers started their professional life

with the hope of stable professional life, but they felt uneasy about



becoming a good teacher because of the difficulties in actual field. Also,
the interests of the full-day classroom beginning teachers were expanded
by focusing their roles. While beginning teachers entered the teaching
profession and thought continuously how their roles of the full-day
classroom teacher can be led successfully, they maintained expectation
and hope for the whole professional life.

The full-day classroom beginning teachers who participated in this
study was a vice-teacher of the half-day classroom in the morning and
teacher of the full-day classroom in the afternoon, so they felt a sense of
alienation because they didn’t belong to the group of half-day classroom
teachers. In addition, they were making an effort to change lessons of the
full-day classroom, etc. so as to be a teacher with professionalism while
experiencing doubt and conflict about the teaching profession. During the
process, self-reflection was helpful to form the identity as a full-day

classroom beginning teacher.

While the full-day classroom beginning teachers planned and carried out
lessons of the full-day classroom, they felt difficulties when preparing
activities suitable for ages sand development so that children in the
full-day classroom reorganized for the afternoon can experience
integration 1n their activities. During the process carrying out lessons,
teachers focused on the problematic situation around them and couldn’t
grasp the differences of their interests or development, so lessons couldn’t
be progressed well as expected. The full-day classroom beginning
teachers experienced difficulties related to lessons while they managed the

full-day classroom of integrated ages, reorganized for the afternoon, or



the full-day classroom of single age. The full-day classroom beginning
teachers felt difficulties in responding children’s ages, developmental
characteristics and interests because they couldn’t demonstrate their
flexibility. During the process, there were the full-day -classroom
children’s participation in special activities, children’s interests for the
changed environment between the morning and the afternoon, difficulties
of communication while different teachers taught children in the half-day
classroom and the full-day classroom. difficulties of daily task’s
evaluation and difficulties of the outdoor plays. Also, the beginning
teachers in charge of full-day classroom reorganized for the afternoon felt
difficulties in daily task’s evaluation because each child returned home at
different time while they should be in charge of the home-returning of
children in several classes. The full-day classroom beginning teachers
were vice—teachers in the morning and teachers in the afternoon although
they didn’'t have any teaching career, so they felt much pressure for the
duties. In addition, there was neither time nor space for preparing lessons
of the full-day classroom, so there were lots of cases they should prepare
lessons at home after getting off work.

The full-day classroom beginning teachers were vice-teachers of the
half-day classroom in the morning and teachers of the full-day classroom
in the afternoon, so they responded that it was vague where they
belonged to. And, the full-day classroom beginning teachers who couldn’t
participate in teachers’ conference felt a sense of alienation. Also, the
full-day classroom beginning teachers felt difficulties in the attitude that
parents and fellow teachers treated the full-day classroom teachers as

teaching assistants.
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