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ABSTRACT

Difficulties career teachers
in private kindergarten experience and

request of support.

Ha su-kyeong

Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this paper is to identify difficulties career teachers of
private kindergarten experience in their teaching profession and to find
out what to do in order to reduce these difficulties. These are the

research problems of this paper.

First, what difficulties do career teachers of private kindergarten face in
their teaching life?

Second, what kind of improvement plan and support do career teachers

of private kindergarten ask?

10 kindergarten teachers who have been teaching more than 4 years at

- 111 -



private kindergarten in Seoul and Gyeonggi—-do Province participated in
this study. Data used in this study are collected by in-depth interview
and journal writing. Interview was held 20 times from November 2014 to
December 2014 individually, and journals participants wrote are gathered
through e-mail. These data were organized by repetitive review and then
categorized. In order to make sure of objectivity and wvalidity of the
research, verifications such as doctoral advisor and research participants’

advice were implemented.

Following content is summary of this research.

Firstly, it showed that kindergarten career teachers have difficulties such
as accepting new curriculum, conflict derived from new curriculum, trouble
from guiding newly appointed teachers, role as intermediary, and pressure
caused by high expectation of career teacher. To be specific, difficulties
career teachers experience come from expectation of new idea and
leadership, pressure not to make mistakes and to perform well, reproof
about newly appointed teachers’ mistake from supervisor and heavy labor.
In addition career teachers suffer from many occupational diseases like
stomach disorder, bladder infection, intervertebral disk, and vocal nodules.
These diseases are caused by environmental limit and feature that
kindergarten teachers face working with toddler. Lastly, not only the fact
that getting teaching certificate keeps being delayed but also many
kindergartens hesitate to hire career teacher to reduce labor cost which

eventually make career teacher’s position smaller are considerable problems

- 12 -



they experience.

Then what are support needs that career teachers who work for
private kindergarten demand? Career teachers who participated in this
study suggested improving working environment, enforcing career
teacher quota system, expanding training opportunity, running mentoring
program and enlarging aids for admission to advanced school, scholarship
system. Working conditions can be upgraded by implementing salary
class, paying various incentives, Increasing training organization for
teaching certificate, allocating substitute teachers, ensuring maternity
leave. Participants also requested to guarantee fixed quota for career
teacher in employing system, providing practical training opportunity and
financial and time back up. It is needed to introduce mentoring program
for career teachers so that they can express and get rid of their agony
and difficulties. Research participants also mentioned that they realized
necessity of appropriate  scholarship system  through experiencing

autonomous, collegial, consulting supervision.
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