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ABSTRACT

A Study on Sagunja—-mun Applied Body Painting.

- Centering around my own works. -

Bae, Ki Hea
Major in Make-up & stylist

Graduate School of Art & Design

Sungshin Women'’s University

The Sagunja(four gracious plants), which holds the central idea and
meaning of the Orient as the primary theme of the painting in the
literary artist’s style, has been widely treated as the medium enabling us
to cultivate our minds and fertilize our lives. Moreover, it has been
spreaded not only as a drawing but also as an intrinsic merit intensified
emblem of the culture and spirit native to the Orient.

Sagunja are four plants, plum-blossom, orchid, chrysanthe-mum,
bamboo all of which have lofty spirits and dignities. The plum-blossom
i1s most noble flower on account of its blooming defying snows and
biting winds, the orchid emits its fragrance far away in the deep
mountain, the chrysanthe-mum stays in blossom until latest overcom-ing

late autumn’s cold and frost with an iron will and integrity, and the



bamboo 1s most highly appraised among those symbolizing honourable
person’s fidelity and women’s chastity on account of its green and lively
leaves even in the cold winter in when most other plants had become
leafless.

The distinctive features of Sagunja are their beautiful lines and
figures. They are expressed lines like half lines for the gorgeously
beautiful plum-blossom, curved lines for the orchid, a suppleness of
which merged into lines, half curved lines for chrysanthe-mum holding
harmony of repeatability and simplicity, straight lines for the upright
bamboo.

The nature is the source of every arts that it has been the subject of
human interests, subject of formative creation for every artistic fields
from old times, and human beings are enlarging its realm by creating a
pure and unique formative beauties about the nature and diversifying
materials and skills for the arts. Hereupon, my work of the body
painting was expressed by making the Sagunja to be the subject to the
nature and accentuating its rhythmical sense, which sets the Sagunja’s
formative properties in motion of flower forms following the human body
movement.

Body painting is not just a thing to draw pictures on human body, but
it's an art of creative expression of formative properties and artistic
spheres by grafting the beauty and artistry of human body together. As
it's the work to draw on solid body consist of curved lines and sides,

skeletal structure unlike the drawing on flat canvas, it gives a feeling of



forms changing to a solid movement in general. It also is equated to the
performing arts that showing instantaneous physical changes, and reborn
as artistic dimension inducing performances to the themes with lightings
and musics or stage properties.

As such, body painting is a creative physical overall art which gives
shape to the image of harmonized arts and human beings using the
materials and methods for visual presentations on human body.

In this study, a formative figure was deduced aided by natural lines
by grasping formative traits and reinterpreting it with up-to-date ideas
based on the beauties and intrinsic spirits of the Sagunja which is being
forgotten today, and studied a new type of work in which a formative
element seen in the figures of plum-blossom, orchid, chrysanthe—-mum,
bamboo 1s combined with body muscles.

It's noticeable that the Sagunja’s unique aesthetic value could be
created as a various artistic works due to how each theme is being

accessed, chosen, interpreted.
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