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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Expression of Artificial Space by Light

- With a Main Focus on the Author’s Work -

Park, seul gi
Dept. of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’ s University

This dissertation is based on the master’ s degree requirement exhibition
‘Crossing Day and Night” in 2019, accompanied by observation and study
of everyday scenes of artificial spaces that change with the change in light
due to the flux of time.

The monotonous modern society leaves no room for an individual to pay
attention to repetitive patterns and familiar spaces. However, the truth is
that once one stops to carefully observe the surrounding objects and spaces,
it easily become clear that the world is actually ever-changing. I have found
the change in light particularly interesting, for what seemed at once to be
so ordinary can suddenly become surprisingly obscure and different, even by
the slightest change in the source of light and the boundary it sets.

In our everyday life, we come across two distinct types of light that differ
in their origin. One is light from a natural source, namely the sun, and the

other is light from an artificial source. Usually, natural light dominates the



day, while artificial lights replace its absence at night.

A major contrasting characteristic between the two is that natural light
shines upon space without limit, while artificial light selectively illuminates a
limited space with a purpose that corresponds to man’ s needs.

In consequence, in the presence of natural light, the perception of space is
only limited by one ‘s viewpoint and thus enables observation at a wide
scale. Without it on the other hand, we are left only with artificial light, and
therefore are restricted by the boundaries it sets. Within these boundaries,
objects both natural and artificial coexist, appearing one after the other,
thereby forming a space both artificial and natural.

Through my work, I have sought to capture such interesting conditions and
convey the personal emotions and sensations that arose as I observed them.
By the beams of light, the people in the painting become characters of an
enigmatic story, while the surrounding space becomes the stage providing

contrasting illumination as if by a spotlight.
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