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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Expressions of fat Body

- Centering around My Work -

Kang, Kyeong Mi

Dept, of Sculpture

The Graduate School of
Sung Shin Women's

University

It has been a human instinct to pursue beauty, and humans have
tried to express such beauty in various manners. Among others, the
beauty of the human body has been selected as a main motif of artistic
activities ranging from the ancient times to date, and the criteria of
beauty i1s also ceaselessly changing according to the aesthetic
awareness of each era. The Beauty of the Old Stone Age was
represented in Venus of Wilendorf, in which the gesture looked obese
symbolizing childbirth and opulence, whereas Venus by Milo, which has
voluptuous beauty and a graceful body shape matched the criteria of
beauty during the early 19th century.

Then, how would Venus, which matches the current criteria of beauty,

appear now?



Today’s Venus can be easily encountered by anyone while walking
down the middle of the street in Seoul or watching TV. However, we
encounter people with very similar noses, similar foreheads and
cheeks, similar eyes, and similar body shapes. While experiencing such
a phenomenon, I came to think about what the true nature of beauty
would be and what would be included the criteria of beauty, which
have been typified; in addition, I expressed myself through works as a
person who has thought seriously about what on earth beauty might
be, and who has created such criteria.

I tried to pursue a new perception about a fixed aesthetic awareness
with proposed works in this paper, and created works on the basis of
an object, namely the obese female human body, which has been made
taboo and neglected. I posed a question as to what the true value of
intrinsic beauty would be as new formative objects that are interpreted
from my perspective, and attempted to express a personal insight into
the nature of beauty through the reinterpretation of my works. Also, as
I am a woman, this attempt stemmed from an awareness of being a
woman and being sensitive to external beauty.

This paper looks into the contents and forms of my works exhibited
in 2010.

The introduction in Chapter 1 proposed the research purpose and
research methods concerning my works.

The main body in Chapter 2 researched and analyzed the formative

characteristics of and intention to create my works based on the



background of the job and the proceeding of the job.
The conclusion in Chapter 3 summarizes the meaning of the exhibition
‘Obese Dream’ through the summarization of the research of this

paper, and proposes the forthcoming tasks of the researcher’s work.
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