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ABSTRACT

The desire of possession through plastic

- centered on the author’s works using

borrowing art works -

Yoon, Hyun-Jung
Dept. of Western Painting
Graduate school of

Sungshin Women's University

This thesis analyzes the background, contents and ways of expression of
my works, especially ones displayed in a private exhibition under the theme

of "the Desire of Possession through Plastic” from 2007 to 2010.

Art comes out of experiences in the reality and reflects the spirit of the
times. Arnold Houser said, "The goal and contents of art are dealing with
current issues such as the meaning of life, human conditions and current
values.” As he said, reflecting human surroundings and daily experiences in
art is very important. In this context, I thought that art and life have
something in common and wanted to reflect our society and lives of people
in my works. Especially I was interested in human desire of possession in
the modern society and studied people’s desire of possession expressed
through their habits.

Compared to the past, the material affluence created by the modern society

has contributed to improving the quality of life and generalizing it. However



it didn’t directly lead to the mental affluence. The modern society has been
fraught with confusion in values, sense of isolation and sense of insecurity
because of unbalanced development of material civilization and mental
culture.

In this society, humans start to have habits to continuously check and
protect themselves to overcome their sense of insecurity about their
existence. In my opinion, these habits can not apply to all of the people
living in this society, but some of them have the habits such as obsession
with their possessions as I experienced,

I saw the aspects of modern people revealing their various desires and
ideas in dealing with social issues. And I found out the human desire of
immortality reflected in their possessions. So I expressed it through an
image of plastic with objects expressing the desire. The wrapping of plastic
in my works means that people try find the value of their existence after
overcoming a sense of isolation and insecurity.

The daily objects wrapped in plastic mean important things and people.
These objects are expressed hyperrealistically. The hyperrealistic way of
expression shows the transparency of plastic while revealing the contents
wrapped in the plastic. The most important part of my works is that I
wanted to indirectly express people surrounded by invisible walls to protect
themselves.

In the 1st chapter, I want to reconsider the modern people’s behavior trying
to find the meaning of their existence between their material desire and
mental values. In addition, I would like to explain the theoretical
backgrounds of my works by reflecting the human nature of narcissism

expressed as the desire of possession into arts. In the 2nd chapter, I want



to study the plastic image as a medium of reflecting our possessive desire
in the modern society and find out the meaning of artistic reproduction of

things.

Futhermore, I would like to discuss the hyperrealism used in my works and
find out the impact that hyperrealistic expressions had on photographs. Last
but not least, I want to analyze my works created in abovementioned ways.
Through this thesis, I want to rearrange the theories, find problems of my
works and solutions and take this as an opportunity to make my works

better.
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