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ABSTRACT

A Search of Children's Peer Relation shown

in Block Play

Kim, Bo-Hyun
Dept. of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

The objective of this study is to examine how 5 year-—old
children who participated in a block play formed a relationship.
To understand and explain characteristics of a peer relation
shown in the block play, the following problems of the study

were set.

First, how is the peer relation formed in the block play?

Secondly, what is the aspect of peer relation shown in the
block play?

Thirdly, what i1s the peer conflict and its solution aspect

shown in the block play?

For the study, 20 children aged 5 in 'A' child care center
located in Gyeonggi-do (11 boys and 9 girls) were selected.
Children's activity in the block play was observed total 106
times (3~4 times per week) for a free choice activity time

from March to August 2007. Then, an interview with children



and teachers was conducted. Data were collected through an
actual field, video, recording, documents. For analyzing these
data, the participant observation diary, interview records and

related documents were classified and categorized.

The results of the study are summarized as follows.

First, as a method of forming the relations with the peer In
the area of the block play, there were 'expressing interests in
other children's block play', 'gathering friends who will do the
block play together openly', and 'introducing a completed
structure'.

When children started to form the peer relations showing
interests in other children's block play, the method of forming
the peer relations was changed according to the type of block.
When a certain child proposed the other child to do the plastic
block together, the other child didn't show a special reaction.
But, such the reaction of the other child was considered as a
positive reaction, so that the peer play started. On the other
hand, in a unit block or paper brick block which required the
block play space, the child who started the play allocated a role
to the other child who desired to play with together and allowed
the other child to join the block play.

When the child gathered friends to play together saying what
the child would make openly, children in the friend relation
formed the relationship and started to do the block play.
However, when the child tried to gather friends to do the block

play together among children who are in the block play, it was



difficult to find the play friends.

Besides, in the middle of the block play, the peer group was
sometimes changed or was newly made. Also, the child who
completed the structure sometimes introduced the completed

structure.

Secondly, it was indicated that children did the block play by
making a masterful relation, cooperative relation, and competitive
relation with the peers in the process of the block play.

In the masterful relation, the masterful leader instructed a
follower to make the block structure. The masterful leader
shown in the block play was the child whose ability of forming
the block structure was recognized by the peers. The masterful
leader was different by the subject of block play.

In the cooperative relation, the peers understood the block
through cooperating with each other and developed the ability of
block formation. While doing the block play with the peers,
children searched an idea from the other child's block play and
then reflected it on the own block play. Also, through the
cooperative discussion process, children attained the common
goal among the peers and shared their ideas. Besides, when
children feel the sense of belonging, and actively join the block
play, they form the cooperative relation which play with the
peers together. The relation of supporting the participation in
the peer's block play was shown when mild children joined the
block play. Also, it was shown in the block play of the friend
relation.

While competing with the peers, children understood the own



ability of block play and developed the ability of block
formation. Children compared the ability of organizing the block
with the peers and competed each other to take a piece, which
determines the structure. Also, children broke away an
inferiority complex through showing their past experience that
they organized the structure of higher function than the other
child's completed structure and by showing their unique block

which was not owned by the other child.

Thirdly, among children who were in the block play, there
were the conflict caused by the play, and the conflict caused by
an obstacle of play. For solving 1it, children used various
strategies.

The conflict arose between children who were in the block
play and children who wanted to join the block play. To solve
it, children impulsively expressed their feeling or naturally joined
the block play by searching the role by themselves through
observing the peer block play. Besides, a position of the block
area had an influence on solving the peer conflict and forming
the new peer relation. When the block area and the role area
was closed, the area activity was integrated and the conflict
caused by the block play was naturally solved.

During the block play, the peer conflict was caused by the
obstacle of block play. Children tried to solve the conflict by
using the methods such as 'Applying a rule', 'Developing an
alternative method', and 'Asking the teacher's help'. Using the
rule in the conflict situation, terminated the conflict as a

society—friendly form. Besides, children in the conflict situation



solve the problem by searching the method of alternating the
cause of the problem, and kept the block play. Some children
tried to solve the problem by using the teacher's power. When
the teacher tried to the conflict with the rule not considering
the situation of the block play, the conflict was not perfectly

solved and another conflict among children arose.
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