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ABSTRACT

A Study on J. Brahms's Variations and Fuga

on a Theme by Handel, Op.24

Im, Mi Gyeong

Major in Instrumental Music
Department of Accompanying
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

Johannes  Brahms(1833-1897), one of the representative
composers in the Romantic era, is called a "romantic classicist" as
he struck out a path of his own that contained novelty in
conservativity. He avoided taking splendor and brilliance as his
goals and tried to keep internal consistency in his music.

Brahms composed in all musical genres except opera. Piano music
was 1mportant to him since he had been composed for 40 years for the
genre of which he was particularly interested in variations.

This thesis examines variations in general, reviews Brahms’
piano music focusing on his pilano variations, and analyzes
"Varrations and Fuga on a Theme by Handel, Op.24" regarding

performance.



Variations give changes to musical elements such as keys,
harmonies, tunes, rhythm of a given theme. According to the period,
variation techniques developed differently: ground bass variation in
the Baroque era; melodic variation, harmonic variation, and character
variation in the Classic ara; virtuosic variation, fantasia variation
as well as melodic and character variation in the Romantic era; free
variation influenced by character variation and serialism in the 19th
and 20th century.

Brahms’ music 1s divided into three periods. He left 5
variations in the second period, and made efforts to extend, combine
and change various elements of music within the traditional forms.
Among those, Variations and Fuga on a Theme by Handel, Op. 24 is
enlisted as one of the three great variations along with Bach™ s
Goldberg Variations BWV 988, and Beethoven' s Diabelli Variations Op.
120.

Variations and Fuga on a Theme Dy Handel, Op. 24, composed in
1861, took the theme from the second movement of suite No. 2 in
Klavierstiicke book 2 by Hindel. It consists of the theme, 25
variations, and fuga. The theme, 4/4 in Bb Major, is in a rounded
binary form and each section consists of two 4-bar phrases. Most of
the 25 variations have the same structure as the theme, and are
character variations as they respectively have their own character
such as triplet, canon, polyrhythm, and chromaticism. Extensive use

of counterpoint is found in the fuga, and a complex texture and a



rich use of pedals comprise its characteristics.

It 1s worth to research Variations and Fuga on a Theme by
Handel, Op. 24 with 1its diverse techniques of variations within
rigidity. The purposes of the thesis are investigating and suggesting

preferable approaches to performing the piece by analyzing the piece.
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