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ABSTRACT

An Analytical Study of
Brahms’ Piano and Clarinet Sonata Op. 120, No. 1

- Focused on Developing Variation -

SONGYI OH
Major in Collaborative Piano, Master of Music

Graduate School of Sungshin University

Johannes Brahms(1833-1897) was one of the greatest composers in
19" century. He has composed many chamber music with different forms
by using various instruments. Based on the Grove Music Dictionary, his
life of music can be divided into five periods, and the part where he
includes the clarinet in his chamber music, was composed during the last
year when he encountered with the clarinetist, Richard
Miihlfeld(1856-1907).

Brahms has used the form of classical sonatas in his chamber music
and also has used the same form in his works in the later period as
well such as the <(Piano and Clarinet Sonata Op. 120 No. 1) which will
be analyzed in this thesis.

In order to interpret on the performance of {Piano and Clarinet Sonata

Op. 120 No. 1) , i have focused analyzing on ‘Developing Variation’



technique and how this helps the musical role of the two instruments. I
analyzed whether the main motive form of the 1% movement, and the
derived form of the main motive has been modified and developed in to
the 1*" and the other movements. Based on this study, i analyzed every
movement, especially the 1% movement to see the role of the two
instruments on how they perform the main melody and the rest of the

movements.
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