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ABSTRACT

A Study on Sonata for Piano and Violin
No.3 in d minor, Op.108

by Johannes Brahms

Joo—Hee Lee
Department of collaborative piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This paper is an analysis research on <Sonata for Violin and Piano No.
3 in D minor, Op.108> written by Johannes Brahms (1833-1897), a
representative composer for absolute music, combining Classic structure
with Romantic elements. The 19th century Romantic society was one
which expressed diverse human emotions such as love, envy, joy and
sorrow, and although programme music based on literary content was
formed, Brahms pursued absolute music which insisted Classical
structure form. As well as pursuing the Classic traditions of contrapuntal
technique, pedal point, use of the theme motif and more, Brahms used

Romantic elements such as hemiola, crossrhythm, rich chords and etc. to



create various harmonies in his music.

Brahms left works of various genres except operas, from solos to
symphonies and throughout his life he composed twenty four chamber
music varying from duo sonatas to string sextets. Among these, sixteen
works of chamber music include the piano while the clarinet and horn
were the only wind instruments, and because the three sonatas for piano
and violin were composed after Brahms was in his forties, they were
appreciated for their maturity and perfection. <Sonata for Violin and
Piano No. 3 in D minor, Op.108> discussed in this paper is his last and

only minor piece for a violin sonata written in a course of three years.

<Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 3 in D minor, Op.108> has a total of
four movements; the first in sonata form, the second in binary form, the
third in ternary form, the fourth in rondo sonata form, showing
characteristics of the use and development of motif, hemiola, 2:3
crossrhythm, diverse rhythms like syncopation, imitation of contrapuntal
technique, arpeggio, pedal point, wide range of chord, frequent modulation
and etc. And these characteristics shown in all the movements clearly

demonstrate Romantic elements within the Classic structure.
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