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ABSTRACT

Study on self-portrait reflecting internal conflicts from

segmented ego primarily based on author’s art works

Yoon, Kyung sook

(Supervisor Park, Young geun)
Dept. of printmaking
Graduate school of

Sungshin Women's University

This paper is intended to analyze and explained theoretical
contents and their expressions for art works focused on human
desires and relations with others from private exhibition which was
held from April 4 to April 10, 2012. As my art works contemplate
the identity of ego through desires generated from relations with
others and its internal conflicts, they deploy personal
psychological situations generated by environments including me
and others. As my first art work is enlightenment acquired a very
personal experience and it is deployed by this enlightenment, i will
discuss my art work first by clarifying the motivation of my art
works. Art is expression of our life and it is said that we are able to
peep at a person’s life from art and further able to know the era at

that time. Therefore a very personal emotion expressed in popular



songs, novels and movies is able to extract sympathy from others.

In modern society, we establish relations with others by various
methods and interact with them. I intended to relieve conflicts and
psychological anxieties generated from relations between me and
others by my art works. Especially anxieties from disruption of
male friend and family have become a motivation for my art work.
Since we have influence upon others in society as a social member
not alone, we believe our identity being evaluated by others. I
expressed by painting for suppressed and anxious psychological
states generated by conflicts and confused identity arising from
desires to be approved by others and efforts to accept other’s

opinions as mine. This is believed to be the very my self-portrait.

Although there are several reasons why artists draw their self-
portraits, they are believed be art works to reflect their identities
and place to express their sense of identities as to how they
recognize themselves. Although human bodies without faces which
are common in my art works are intended to express pure images of
unspecific humans, I intended to expose suppressed egos by cutting
or hiding human bodies as a symbol of ego. I figured confused
identity and segmented ego arising from desires and conflicts
generated by others as segmented nude images.

My art works are intended to show ego which is conflicting and

anxious combined with body using wings and dancing images as a



medium symbolizing the results of desires generated by other’s
views in modern life. I generated particles appeared when I first
drew self-portrait by shape of wings, and then expressed a
suppressed ego produced by false desires by combining it with
imperfect bodies. Wings are parts of human body and extensions of

human body such as hairs and nails.

False wings expressed more and more increasing anxieties and
conflicts inside through an image in which wings are sprouted in
body. In addition, dance, symbolized for life, expressed a
suppressed ego in a way that cuts human body in front side just like
sphere-shaped articular doll and re-assemble it and then generate
artificially generated and awkward dancing. These are expressions
arising from fear and dread which is given by confused identity as
mentioned earlier. My art works are coming from healing desires to
be relieved by expressing my psychological states. I intended to
address causes of confused ego and clarify identity by expressing

anxieties and fears in myself as self-portraits.
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