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ABSTRACT

A Literature Review on the Problem of School
Maladjustment of North Korean Adolescent Defectors

Areum Han
Department of Education
Graduation School of

Sungshin University

Since the turn of the 21st century, as the proportion of North Korean
defectors in our society has increased, various issues surrounding North
Korean adolescent defectors have emerged as important social and
educational issues. The number of North Korean defectors continued to
increase since the 2000s, reaching 2,000 to 3,000 per year between 2003
and 2011, but gradually decreasing to 1,300 per year since 2012.
According to the Unification Ministry’s data on the status of North
Korean defectors, a total of 33,658 people have arrived in South Korea
by June 2020 (provisional). Among them, 2,531 North Korean defectors
are attending elementary, middle and high schools across the country,
while 1,490 or 59 percent are attending middle and high schools. The
number of North Korean defectors is decreasing, but the number of
students attending the school year by year has not decreased
significantly, and the number has remained similar to that of the

previous year.
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As a policy to support students escaping from North Korea, the
government provided tuition and provided educational support to North
Korean defectors in 2013 in the Enforcement Rules of the Act on the
Protection and Settlement Support of North Korean Refugees, providing
expenses for the operation of schools that provide primary and secondary
education to North Korean defectors. In addition, the 2015 revised
curriculum general debate calls for the establishment of an "providing
educational opportunities for all students” item to help students from
multicultural families enjoy a faithful learning experience at school, but
the school is suffering from maladjustment due to school interruption,
poor learning, and deviant behavior.

In response, this study sought to prepare measures for positive school
adaptation of North Korean adolescent defectors and suggest future
policies and research directions by examining studies related to the

problem of school maladjustment of North Korean defectors.

Key words: North Korean adolescent defectors, school maladjustment for
North Korean adolescent defectors, academic characteristics
of North Korean adolescent defectors, suspension of North
Korean adolescent defectors’ studies, North Korean

adolescent defectors’ deviant behavior.
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