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ABSTRACT

A Study on Early Childhood Education Institution

Experience of North Korean Refugee Mothers

Jo, Hye-Young
Dept. of Early Childhood Education

The graduate school Sungshin Women's University

This study is focused on how North Korean refugee mothers have
different perspective on early childhood education institution which they
had already gained from North Korea's social system in South Korea.
It is also focused on the problems and requirements that North Korean
refugee mother’'s children experienced in their early childhood. Through
this study, significant efforts and changes are needed in order to lead
North Korean refugee children in right direction of education and
promote North Korean refugee children’s holistic development by

providing various and desirable educational activity chances ultimately.
This study sets up study questions as follows;

1. What do North Korean refugee mothers experience on early
childhood education institution in South Korea?

2. What difficulties do North Korean refugee mothers experience with
early childhood education institution?

3. What requirements do North Korean refugee mothers want about

early childhood education institution in South Korea?



This study based on study participant selection criteria, (Spradley,
1979) and using snowball sampling of nonprobability sampling. Also this
study selected 8 North Korean refugee mothers for study participants.
To analyze this study purpose in depth, both a participant observation
and an in-depth interview of a qualitative case study were used.
Starting with unstructured interviews, in-depth interview gradually
became semi-structured interviews, using both individual and group
interviews. Also, this study used participant observation for interaction
occurred from education conditions comparatively in long-term.

During this study period, which lasted from May 12 to August 18,
2012, interviews were held once or twice per week for fifteen weeks.
Each had three or four interviews, total of 28 individual interviews and
total of 4 group interviews. Also, this study focused on the interaction of
education situation by education experience behavior and language
between North Korean refugee mothers and their children in order to do
the participant observation for 17 times for 17 weeks from April 5 to
July 26, 2012.

Interviews and observations are conducted by visiting participants’
house and data was collected by using recording system and field
notes. This study used e-mail and telephones when it needed to check
up the interviews and observations. Field notes of participant
observation and transcripts of in—depth interviews have 249pages, and
the recording time is total 1,440 minutes. This study draws more
meaningful outcomes using triangulation method like methodological

triangulation that adds more visual data for reliability of data analysis.

The result summarized focusing on the study purpose as follows;

First, what the North Korean refugee mothers have experienced on

early childhood education institution in South Korea.



North Korean refugee mothers had positive experience that there are
no discriminations against North Korean children. In addition, their
children can promote holistic development because of equal educational
opportunities in South Korea. The kindergartens in North Korea offer
less opportunity for variety of educational methods compared to those
in South Korea. On the other hand, the North Korean refugee mothers
thought positively that the kindergartens in South Korea offer many
educational medium to children so they can explore and actively learn.
In North Korea, teachers—parents relationship is hierarchical relationship,
so they have communication gap. Thus this vicious cycle bring
negative effect to early childhood education. On the other hand,
parents—teachers good relationships in South Korea make reliable
relationship like a partnership, so North Korean refugee mothers and
the teachers have positive relationships. Lastly, North Korea’s society
puts emphasis on their family's social class. Therefore North Korea
children from low-class family cannot have dream hopelessly. However,
it is possible that every child can learn in early childhood education
Institution in South Korea so, the North Korea refugee mothers are

expecting their children’s success.

Secondly, North Korean refugee mother face difficulties in early
childhood education institution.

Due to different educational system in South and North Korea, North
Korea refugee mothers view some of South Korea's education methods
inefficient, so they used inappropriate education methods such as
physical punishments and repeated practice. In addition, North Korean
refugee mothers are more burdened to take responsibility and role for
their children’s education when living in South Korea compared to they
did in North Korea, because South Korea lays emphasis on
child-centered  education while North Korea is  approaching

teacher—centered education. Thus, North Korean refugee mothers face



difficulties by pressure that they should offer better education method
to their children. Also, South Korea puts more emphasis in explorational
activities while North Korea puts more importance on memorizational
education. Thus, North Koran refugee mothers who want to find out
desirable education methods said about their difficulties that from lack
of information and isolation. Lastly, North Korean refugee mothers
usually do not want others to know that they are from North Korea.
However, due to North Korean's special dialect, they have hard time

concealing their origin and correcting their way of speaking.

Thirdly, what North Korean refugee mothers require in early
childhood education institution are as follows;

North Korean refugee mothers need more various education
opportunities and benefits to their North Korean refugee -children
consistently. The North Korean refugee mothers want self-development
programs such as language education, diverse information, parent
education programs and technical training for successful adaptation from

early childhood education institution.
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