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ABSTRACT

A Study on Middle School Music Textbook

in North Korea

Yoon Kum Hye
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The this study has been studied in an effort to compare education
environments between North Korea and South Korea so as to investigate
the North Korea education environments which are hardly known to South
Korea due to the anti—-communist education. In addition, the this study has
been studied in another effort to recover ethnic homogeneity to prepare the
reunification of Korean peninsula.

In the this study, the educational ideal and system in North Korea has
been studied to understand the music education in North Korea, and
thoughts implied in the lyrics in the textbooks for first, second, and third
grades of North Korea middle school have been analyzed in respective

parts including singing, instrumental, creation, and appreciation part. In



addition, music terms in South and North Korea have been compared, and
reformed musical instruments have been studied.

The result of analyzing the textbooks of North Korea shows that their
music have focused on the juche ideology and socialist from young
children education. That is, the purpose of education is to make students
be communists and to make them worship Kim II Sung and his son. In
the part of music education, the emotional development of students and
aesthetic side of music have been excluded from the textbooks of North
Korea and the instillation of socialist ideology through lyrics has been
stressed.

The followings are the general characteristics of the middle school
textbooks in North Korea.

First, lyrics including the socialist ideology are the basis of music
education in North Korea.

Second, it is easily neglected for the student to feel the beauty of music
and to increase the sensibility during his adolescence since the purpose of
music education is to educate a student to be a communist.

Third, musical instruments in North Korea have been reformed differing
from those in South Korea since those are played in North Korea with the
different musical scale, and therefore there are several differences in
instrument playing technique and tone color.

The followings are the characteristics according to respective parts of
the middle school textbooks in North Korea.

First, the music textbook in North Korea may include a singing part, an



instrumental part, a sight-singing part, an appreciation part, a theory part.
Specifically, 61% of the entire textbook includes singing and sight-sing
piece having lyrics therein.

Second, the singing part of the textbook is biased at some musical
constituents such as “Moderato” , “two partial” , “4/4 rhythm” , and
C major or G major.”

As described above, the music in North Korea is used to teach the
political idea rather than using it to inspire people. Accordingly, in the
music education in South and North Korea, it is required to teach
traditional folk songs not including any political ideology so as to recover
the ethnic homogeneity and to prepare the reunification of Korean

peninsula.
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