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Abstract

An alternative course model for Understanding

North Korean Language

Kim Seo Hyun
Major in Korea Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Prerequisites for the reunification of Korea most of all include active
communication and mutual respects between the North and South
Koreas. Active communication and mutual respects, however, cannot be
achieved through verbal declarations. Relentless efforts and education
of the public should be accompanied for the enhanced mutual
understanding via communication and mutual respects. A key element
of the public education for the reunification is a consistent "national
identification education” which has been lacked in the current
education policy. In particular, Korean education has nearly abandoned

the "national identification education” regarding the responsibilities for



the education as those of other subjects such as social education and
ethics.

Korean education should develop an education system to bridge the
language gaps between two Koreas in order to regain the national
identification. Correcting the language gaps pertains enormous
importance since language is the very tool of communication and the
medium of emotions. The differences in two Korean languages have
become larger and larger as time passes by since the division of
Korean peninsular. Of course, there have been academic efforts to
bridge the gap between two Koreans and the efforts have resulted in
a systemized research field.

However, academic research alone can hardly overcome the language
gap without active participation of the public actually using the
differentiated languages into the efforts to overcome the gap. In order
to make the public be ready for the reunification it is necessary to
have an effective and systemic "Understanding of the North Korean
Language” course.

This thesis suggests alternative education models based on the
criticism of current practices of the North Korean language education
which have adopted inconsistent and less systemic approaches. The
main purpose of North Korean language education is not to use North
Korean language but to understand it as a building block for regaining

the national identification between two Koreas. The alternative course



of North Korean language, first, notes that the two languages share
the same root and, second, suggests a method for a systemic
understanding of North Korean language reflecting social and cultural

characteristic of North Korean society.
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