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ABSTRACT

The Analytical Research on Music Textbooks and
Music Education at Secondary Schools

in North Korea

Hye Su Lee
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Euducation

Sungshin Woman's University

The purpose of this study was to give an understanding of music
education in North Korea through analysis of music textbooks for
secondary schools in North Korea and interview with North Korean
defectors and lay the foundation for preparing for unification education.

For this purpose, the North Korean curriculum before the revision in
2012 was reviewed because the revised one has not yet been disclosed;
the music textbooks published for the first- to fifth—graders in 2002,
which were archived in the Information Center on North Korea, were
analyzed in the categories of forms and contents. The forms were
analyzed in terms of format, quality of paper, printing type, illustrations
and photos, number of pages, and the cover. The contents were analyzed

in terms of seven areas—singing, sight-singing, appreciation,



instrumental music, songs, musical theories, and creation—according to
the criteria for music textbooks in North Korea, which specify activity
areas. The words and themes of the pieces in the areas of singing,
instrumental music, sight-singing, and appreciation were principally
analyzed to understand the characteristics of North Korean music, which
alms at teaching political ideas. In pursuit of more empirical research,
people who had received music education in North Korea were sampled
and interviewed. From the results, the following conclusion was drawn:

First, the form analysis found that the five types of textbooks had the
identical format but were characterized by lower quality of paper,
nappropriate printing type, and poor print status. Few illustrations and
photos were found and the illustrations are not used as visual materials
for learning effects.

Second, the content analysis found that singing and sight-singing with
word-based pieces accounted for 619 of all the activity areas and 72%
of the words and pieces were concerned with admiration for Kim's
family, praise for fatherland, and loyalty, with emphasis put on
self-reliance ideology. In North Korean pieces, the importance is placed
on songs for singing (words), which mediate language, rather than on
melody. So systematic singing education for sight-singing was also
found to bhe provided. The other areas had composition with a functional
purpose of enlightenment based on political ideas rather than with that
of each activity area. North Korea failed to allow students to develop
potential, express their own emotion, become creative, improve quality of

life, or appreciate or enjoy music through music education.



Third, the interview found that as for the educational environment,
while education in North Korea 1is free-of-charge and obligatory,
individuals need to purchase things necessary for school life and are in
poor conditions without instruments or acoustic systems due to damaged
teaching materials and aged facilities. A music class i1s primarily
composed of singing and sight-singing activities and most of the pieces
are concerned with praise for Kim's family. This is also true for
professional art schools. Instrumental music is never taught because of
the problem in distributing musical instruments and some students who
can afford may get an instrumental music class through small-group or
extracurricular activities. Music evaluation, which depends on possession
of musical instruments, fails to be valid and students are deprived of
their right to learn because they are forced to participate in farming
activity even during the hours of regular classes. Financial hardship
makes them think of it unnecessary to get school education, which is
obligatory, and do farming or go to informal market, which leads to low
attendance. After graduation, the college entrance rate is low since lots
of students try to make a living.

To put the results of textbook analysis and interview together, North
Korea wused all the eclements related to music—the educational
environment, the learning contents, and the learning goals—as the means
of supporting self-reliance ideology with ideological loyalty. On the basis
of these results, it is necessary for both North and South Koreas to get
a mutual understanding, recognize both sides of heterogeneity related to

different systems and homogeneity as the identical nation, and explore



the parts to share and help each other. If hoth North and South Koreas
understand differences between them and accept the other’s tradition in
pursuit of harmony, they will be able to give birth to and succeed to

various types of folk music from the identical musical root.
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