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ABSTRACT

A Study of Art Education Program Using Books Arts to

Understand Multiculturalism

Hyeyoung Park
Art Education Major, Art Department
Graduate School of Education, Sungshin Women’s University

Advisor: Professor Hyangmi Kim

At present our society is rapidly changing into a multicultural society
due to an increase in international marriages, globalization and
internationalization. This creates a mix of diverse races and cultures.

For a long time Korea has emphasized its long history and tradition
based on a homogeneous nationalism and has conducted its own
ethnic-oriented education. As a result the average Korean’s view of foreign
cultures and foreign residents is still exclusive and negative. This is
because Korean society has entered into a multicultural era under which
inclusive understanding of, and education on, multicultural diversity is
insufficient.

Currentlythere are more than 1.1 million foreign residents living in
Korea. Thus Koreaneeds to overcome the spirit of homogenous nationalism
and prejudice against other ethnic groups in this global, informational and
cultural society. Korea needs to nurture cultural pluralism where Koreans

can co-exist with other peoples from around the world. At this time we are



developing multi-ethnic and multicultural thinking. Mutual respect and
consideration are rising as an important task of education but we need a

practical and multi-angled multicultural education both in school and society.

In this regard, this paper tries to investigate an effective multicultural
education in order to help students understand how to live in a multicultural
society and respect each others’cultures despite their differences while
simultaneously helping everyone develop a cultural identity.

The goal of this paper is to find an effective teaching plan focusing
on activities using book arts to which learners can have an easy access in
their surroundings as a way to understand multicultural society. This paper
is composed as follows:

The introduction lays outthe necessity, goal and methodology of this
research. Chapter |l investigates the overall content on how to understand a
multicultural society and explains the importance and value of an education
that suits a multicultural society.

Chapter lll looks into book arts activitiesin which people express
their ideas, feelings and stories by writing and drawing using various
materials and techniques and thereby creates a variety of unique
artists’books. It encourages students to produce artists’ books as a way to
help them understand multicultural society.

Chapter IV looks into how book arts have been applied to education
by investigatingKorean and foreign book arts education. It investigates the
educational effects of book arts activities and the teacher’s rolein book arts

classes. By so doing it finds the educational meaning of book arts classes.



Based on the studies above, chapter V suggests a teaching and
learning program using book arts through which students can understand a
multicultural society and have some contact with other countries’ cultures.

The concluding chapter VI suggests a plan to initiate a multicultural
education based on the investigative resultsof this study. It is expected that
through multicultural education students will get to know other people from
different cultural backgrounds and understand and recognize their cultures
and ideas. By doing this they can nurture views and attitudes that respect

the differences of others.
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