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ABSTRACT

Research on the Style and Expression of

Relief

Kim, Eun Mi

Dept. of Oriental Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Based on my works made between 2002 and 2004, this thesis acquired a
new formativeness through the establishment of the theoretical
background of relief in pursuit, and the comparative study on the relief
painting presented in modern art. Founded on this, the thesis is for the

research on the works that presented the possibility for relief painting.

The history of arts can be defined as the history of the formative style
creation which has resulted from the changing times environment and it
subsequent human consciousness. Furthermore, the arts material has
existed in human surroundings and its environments at all times, for

which an author has read and interpreted it as a formative style.

With the 20th century coming along through the modern times, Objet has
appeared by the extension in thoughts through various experiments and
researches on the restricted 2 dimension plane, and it has been proposed

as the most outstanding methodology in modern arts. This has led to the



extension in painting instead of the plane painting discontinuation, which

paved ways for an author to express himself/herself freely.

Based on this principle, I also used the contemporary modern lives for
my materials and made relief works by grooving and pasting with a
graver on the wooden plate. Through this, I tried to seek the possibility
for painting expressions, by focusing on the formativeness of two
characteristics — plane and solid — which is held by relief. Self was found
in the dual appearances and the two have been used as the

communication tools between an author and an appreciator.

My works based on the contents and styles as above was designated as
the research object of this thesis. Chapter 1 described the art historical
concept and definition of relief. Chapter 2 presented a new possibility for
plane painting by placing the modern relief significance on the concept
‘Objet’ introduced in the 20th century. Chapter 3 demonstrated a
precedent of modern relief painting by comparing my works with Hans
Arp(1886-1966) who has asserted the unity with a nature and Frank
Stella(1936- Present) who have endlessly experimented with the painting
planeness. Chapter 4 and 5 classified the expression methods and factors
into 4 categories for analysis to describe production motive and contents
more concretely. [ hope the study on this thesis would bring more
profound considerations to overall characteristics of the relief painting,
as well as the style and expression of the relief painting in seeking the

future formative language would be a new methodological suggestion.
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