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ABSTRACT

The Analysis on High School Korean History

Textbooks Regarding Japanese Collaboration Issues

Jung So Young
History Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin University

With the recent controversy over adolescents’ absence of historical
consciousness, many people say that the reality of history education
should be reviewed. The history education at school site is absolutely
important to learn accurate historical knowledge and to cultivate correct
historical consciousness. As Japanese collaboration has been a issue for a
long time, it would be necessary to view the contents of description in
high school Korean history textbooks. However, in the history education
academia, there are not many researches on the Japanese collaboration
issue through the analysis of textbooks. Most of the existing researches
were limited to textbooks of the 6th & 7th curriculum, and they were
not the comprehensive researches on the Japanese collaboration issue.

Complementing the insufficient existing researches on the Japanese

collaboration issue, this paper analyzed eight types of Korean history
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textbooks for high school in 2009 revised curriculum. First, due to the
ambiguity of the term 'pro—Japanese’, this paper used the term
'Japanese collaboration’ meaning the collaboration with Japanese colonial
rule. Summarizing the concept and type of the term, 'Japanese
collaboration’ defined by the national-level clean-up work, the examples
for 'pro—Japanese in Korean history textbooks for high school were
examined. The analysis on the description in textbooks was divided into
the Japanese collaboration issue and attempts to clean up Japanese
collaborators, and the description of Korean history textbooks for high
school showed problems like below.

First, the concept of the term ‘pro—Japanese described in texthooks is
ambiguous. Describing the term ‘pro—Japanese’ in textbooks, there was a
chance to misunderstand civilizational party people during the
Gabo/Eulmi Reform as people who collaborated with Japanese colonial
rule. Therefore, the definition of concept should be additionally done to
clearly distinguish the meaning of terms. Second, textbooks are lacking
in detailed explanation of Japanese collaboration. Overall, the textbook
description of Japanese collaboration spent the most amount on the
collaboration with the war of aggression in the aspect of culture/art.
Therefore, the description of Japanese collaboration should be reinforced
In many aspects while also paying attention to provide relevant cases
and materials in diverse areas. Third, the description itself related to
attempts to clean up Japanese collaborators is insufficient. Thus, the
description of attempts to clean up Japanese collaborators should be

reinforced in many aspects. It would be necessary to organically explain
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the background of attempts to clean up and the process of activities and
breakup of Special Committee, and also to present relevant materials

with additional explanations.
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