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ABSTRACT

The effects of
parents' attitudes toward nurturing their children
and attachment to parents during adolescence

on attachment to friends of the opposite sex

Chai, Jin Sun
Major in Home Economics Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women University

This study aimed at exploring how parents' attitudes toward
nurturing their children and parent attachment perceived by
adolescents affect attachment to their friends of the opposite
sex. The subjects were 372 male and female students in the first
grade of a middle school & high school in Seoul. The data was
statistically processed through T-test analysis, one-way ANOVA
and factor analysis, Correlation analysis, Multiple regression
analysis.

The results of the study were as follows:



1, There was a significant difference in the attachment on
father, mother according to their age, sex and economic levels,
age of parents, educational levels of parents, mother's
employment or unemployment. male students had strong
attachment on father, and female students had strong attachment
on mother, and the higher economic levels of the students were
the stronger attachment on their father and mother.

But it proved that there was no significant differences in the
attachment according to the  mother's employment  or
unemployment.

2, The attitudes greatly affected the attachment. First,
autonomous, receptive attitudes facilitated communication with
parents and enhanced a sense of trust as a subfactor of parent
attachment.

And the wvariables such as autonomous, receptive and
controlling attitudes as the three subfactors of the attitudes all
influenced the formation of a sense of alienation among the
subfactors of parent attachment.

3, Parent attachment affected attachment to friends of the
opposite sex. In particular, a sense of trust which greatly
affected dependence and stability as the subfactors of the
attachment revealed the importance of forming a sense of trust
between children and their parents.

4, The variable of parent attachment had the greatest effect on

attachment to friends of the opposite sex.



In conclusion, youngsters' ages and sexes, their parents' ages
and their fathers' levels of education made a difference in parent
attachment. Parents' positive attitudes towards nurturing them
had a stable effect on the attachment. Also, a sense of trust as
a subfactor of the attachment functioned as the influential
variable which enabled them to rely on their friends of the
opposite sex. Among socio—demographic backgrounds, parents'
attitudes toward nurturing their children and parent attachment,
the wvariable of parent attachment had the greatest effect on
attachment to friends of the opposite sex, which showed that
forming attachment to parents was an important variable in
youngsters' correct acquaintance with the other sex.

I expect that the findings of study will help parents to
understand and guide their youngsters who now have an
acquaintance with the other sex by verifying that forming stable
attachment to parents functions as a variable affecting a correct
acquaintance with the other sex as a developmental task during

adolescence.
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