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ABSTRACT

The Practices of and Demands on

In-Service Education for Child Care Teachers

Yi, Jina
Major in Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’ s University

The purpose of this study is to analyze the current circumstances of
in-service education in which child care teachers participate and to
explore the satisfaction levels and demands on in-service education. By
investigating the types of in-service education and the demands on its
contents, this study attempts to provide the suggestions for the
directions of in-service education targeting child care teachers.

The research questions settled for the research purpose are as
follows.

1. How are the current circumstances of in-service education that child
care teachers experience?
1-1. How are the types of in—service education that child care teachers

experience?

- 1038 -



1-2. How are the contents of in-service education that child care
teachers experience?

2. How are the satisfaction degrees of child care teachers on in—service
education?

2-1. How are the satisfaction degrees of child care teachers on the
internal education among in-service education?

2-2. How are the satisfaction degrees of child care teachers on the
external education among in-service education?

3. How are the demands of child care teachers on in-service education?
3-1. Do differences of the demands on the types of in—service education
exist according to the wvariables of teachers (the types of childcare
center, the age in charge, the experience in child care)?

3-2. Do differences of the demands on the contents of in-service
education exist according to the variables of teachers (the types of

childcare center, the age in charge, the experience in child care)?

In order to investigate the current circumstances and the levels of
satisfaction and demand of child care teachers on in-service education,
the survey targeting 283 child care teachers working for the childcare
centers located in A city, Gyeonggi—-do was performed. The
questionnaires were constructed with the revision and supplementation to
meet the research questions based on the existing studies on in-service
education of child care teachers (Z&| %, 7S5 2012, 7 &, 2013).

SPSS WIN 18 was utilized to identify the current circumstances and

demands on in-service education of child care teachers. The frequency,
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percentage, x? test, and the average value and standard deviation was

statistically analyzed.

The main results of this study are as follows.

First, according to the result findings on the current circumstances
that child care teachers experience, total 283 of the child care teachers
who participated in this study had the experiences of receiving
in-service education hosted by external institutions. 242 teachers had the
experiences of receiving the internal education from child care centers. In
the participation frequency of internal education, ‘once in 2-6 months’
was most common. The cases of participating in instructor—led education
and participating in the education by guest speaker was most common
as well. In addition, ‘less than 1 hour’ was found to be most frequent for
the time of the internal education per session. As the result of
examining the participating frequency of the external education, ‘once in
2-6 months’ was most common. The Child Support Center held the
majority of the external education. The instructor-led education was
found to be most common for educational method. Moreover, the
speakers of the external education were mainly the professors in the
infants/children-related departments. The most frequent time of the
external education per session was ‘1-2 hours’. According to the analysis
of the contents of in-service education that child care teachers
experience, they mainly received the education related to the standard
care curriculum in ‘care curriculum’, and they mainly received the

education on the language activities in ‘care and learning/teaching
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method’. The education on the development of infants/children in
‘development and guidance’ and the education on the prevention of child
abuse in ‘the health/nutrition/safety of infants/children’ was most
frequent. In addition, the education on the counseling techniques with
parents in ‘the cooperation with family and community’ and the education
on the qualification and role of new teacher in ‘the education on
teacher’s role’ was most frequent. They commonly received the education
on forest/ecology in ‘the program for infants/children’, and they
commonly received the education on the interactions with peer teachers
in culture classes.

Second, according to the analysis on the level of satisfaction on
in-service education that child care teachers experience, the child care
centers generally felt satisfactions with the internal and external
education. Specifically, they tended to be satisfied with the small-scale
education in the case of the internal education. However, they said that
participating in the education conducted within child care centers was
unsatisfactory since it was hard to concentrate. In the case of external
education, they said that they were satisfied with the contents of the
education, except for the education in large-scale education or the
education led by instructor.

Third, according to the analysis on the demands on in—service
education of child care teachers, the Child Support Center was the
favorite institution of child care teachers as the host institution.

The analysis on the types of child care center, the age in charge, care

experience showed significant difference in all background variables. The

- 106 -



child care teachers frequently hoped for instructor-led education as the
in-service method. Case representation, field-trip, observation followed in
order. Although the types of child care center did not showed significant
differences, the age in charge and care experienced showed significant
differences. The child care teachers frequently hoped for the experts in
the related fields as the instructors. The professors in the
infants/children related departments, the directors of day care centers
followed in order. There was no significant differences in all background
variables. The child care teachers commonly hoped for weekday evening
as the time of education. The education in working hours and Saturday
morning followed in order. The significant differences were shown
according to the age in charge and care experience. ‘More than 1 hour
less than 2 hours’ was commonly requested as the education time per
session. ‘less than 1 hour, ‘more than 2 hours less than 3 hours’,
‘depending on the contents of education’, ‘more than 3 hours’ followed in

order. The significant differences existed in all background variables.

According to the analysis of the demands on the contents of
in-service education, the demands on the interactions with
infants/children were the highest in ‘care curriculum’. The demands on
music, motion, art activities were the highest in ‘care and
learning/teaching method’. The demands on the teaching method on
infants/children’s problematic behaviors were the highest in ‘development
and guidance’. The demands on first-aid measure were the highest in

‘the safety/nutrition/safety of infants/children’. The demands on the
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counseling techniques with parents were the highest in ‘the cooperation
with family and community’. The demands on the qualification and role
of new teacher, the qualification and role of director were the highest in
‘the education on teacher’s role. The demands on forest/ecology education
were the highest in ‘the program for infants/children’. The demands on

the interactions with peer teachers were the highest in ‘culture classes’.
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