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ABSTRACT

An Observational Study on Music Classes in Hospital Schools

Ji sun, Lee
Major in Music Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Womens University

The purpose of this study is to investigate students’ characteristics and
their musical responses and states by running classes in music in two
hospital schools located in Seoul. This study further suggests the direction
of a music class to go in those schools.

This study is conducted music classes 8 times in hospital school A for
students with health impairment, and 7 times in hospital school B for those
with developmental disability. These two different hospital schools have
separate lesson plans. The course work consisted of songs selected on
purpose to increase students’ interests, and also included music activities
through play. Students attending the classes were variable each time
because they returned to their own schools once discharged from hospitals.
On average, 1 to 4 students attended the classes. Teaching plan is
orgarnized by consulting reference books for music education and Edunet’s
website. The results of observation in each class are divided into three

categories; preparation, development, wrap-up, and response. Interviews



with on-site teachers are conducted.

The results indicate a positive effect of music education on learning
experiences in hospital schools. For example, the results reveal that
students experienced an improvement in self-confidence as they actively
engaged in singing songs, changing lyrics, and physical expression. Playing
a variety of musical instruments with creative and improvisational
expression helped them focus on classes with more interests, but reduced
their stress and anxiety.

The results of this study, therefore, suggest that course work in a music
class in a hospital school be designed in a way that helps students
hospitalized for a long time experience an emotional and psychological
improvement. It is hoped to seeing more studies on music education in
hospital schools, which will lead to the development of more systematic

programs in music education in hospital schools.
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