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ABSTRACT

A Study on Ludwig van Beethoven’s Piano Sonata

Op.111 1in ¢ minor

Eun Jung Lee
Department of Music
Graduate School Music

Sungshin Women’s University

Ludwig van Beethoven is one of the most distinguished composers of
the Viennese Classicism who wrote 32 pilano sonatas in his lifetime.
Through the continuous experiments of creative ideas to his sonatas, the
representative genre in classical period, he finally drew various changes in
the traditional sonata—allegro form and the formation of individual
movements in the sonata, and these changes influenced other contemporary
and romantic composers as well.

This study explores Beethoven's last piano sonata in Op. 111 ¢ minor to
help pianists for better understanding in the performance of the piece. This
paper examines the importance of Beethoven's piano sonata in his entire
composition, and the changer of characteristics in his three musical periods
based on the classifications by Wilhelm von Lenz. The analysis of this
piece will also prove Beethoven's musical intent.

This piece was composed in 1821-1822, and consists of only two
movements which were rare in his plano sonatas. The first movement is
in sonata—allegro form with slow introduction, and the second movement
has an arietta theme and five variations. Beethoven showed many uses in
this piece such as an unconstraint use of sonata—allegro form, various use

of motives.
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